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Presidents Message

I realize it has been a long 
time since the club has had 
any communications or 
published a newsletter and 
I apologize.   We hope to 
get back on track now that 
things are getting to be a 
little more normal and it’s 
now time to get the boats 
ready as we have several 
events scheduled for this 
summer and they are all 
geared towards using your 
boats.

The first event of the year will be a lower Fox River 
(Illinois) cruise and lunch. (Fox Waterway stickers 
required).  The date is Saturday June 5th with a rain 
date of Saturday June 12th.  The tentative plan is to 
meet just south of the McHenry locks and cruise 17 
miles south to Algonquin turn around and head back 
north to the Broken Oar Bar / Marina.  They have 
parking off of the river in a no wake channel so the 
boats should be protected from the wakes.   We will 
then have lunch (your own tab) and after that you are 
free to cruise the river. Additional information regard-
ing times, launch ramps and the exact starting point 
will be sent out via email soon.
In mid-July, we will also be having the Fox Lake boat 
show at Famous Freddie’s.  We are waiting for ap-
proval from Freddie’s but we are planning a similar 
format as before. Please keep a lookout for emails as 
soon as things are finalized.
In late August, we are also working on a Chicago 
Riverwalk boat show along with several larger wood 
boats including the Robert Allan and a 55’ Chris Craft 
the completed the Great Loop several years ago. 
You will also have a chance to take a cruise on the 
Chicago River. The other possible option is a boat 
show at the 31st Street harbor as we had a show 
there previously.  Mike Furibondo is still working out 
the details and as they are finalized we will let you 
know.

(continued page 3)

Greetings fellow Blackhawk members,
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Steven Dahlgren, Wauconda IL Paul Cross, Peoria IL

Malcolm & Renee Moore, Green Lake WI Jon & Jennifer Tilp, Cambridge WI

Jack Rosen, Elmhurst IL Patrick & Rose Gallagher, Chicago IL

Charles Marlas, Lake Geneva WI Todd & Josie Lesperance, Skokie IL

Robert J & Gail Soucek, Downers Grove IL David Yang, Antioch IL

Robert P & Barb Soucek, Downers Grove IL

Blackhawk Chapter’s
Newest Members

“Welcome Aboard”

Membership Chairperson Valerie Diedrich 
reports Blackhawk membership has over 

250 members
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The September Geneva Lakes show unfortunately is cancelled again this year due to many questions 
and commitments from property owners that could not be answered due to Covid rules in time to prop-
erly promote and plan for the show.  We will be back in 2022 for sure so please remember that it takes a 
lot of volunteers to make the show happen and consider volunteering as a committee chair or to help out 
during the show.
We are also looking into a Geneva Lake cruise and outdoor lunch late in the year but no details are avail-
able yet and in October, we hope to have our Fall Dinner, awards and elections.
Remember that the club is your club and it requires volunteers to be able to organize and run the events. 
Please get involved even if it’s for an hour or so as it would be nice to see some new faces helping with 
the events.                
Please keep in mind that we do need stories to publish in the newsletter so please send in your pictures 
and article (it does not have to be long) to Terry our newsletter editor. Hopefully you took advantage last 
summer to use your boats with your families and have some stories to tell.
              
Safe boating to all and I am looking forward to seeing you on the water soon.
Bob O’Day
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A windy day on Grass Lake, June 2020
Lily Horn enjoying the ride as she waves to one of the 
few boats on the lake that day.

Eric and Kathy sailing in St. Lucia
February 2020

Eric & Kathy Moberg

Dick Mickle and Eric, 1958 Streblow Rebel
Minocqua Lake WI  August 2020

Chain o’ Lakes Fall Boating September 2020
Ted and Cindy Cartner cruising in their 1951 CC 
Semi-enclosed Cruiser

2020 Photos
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Jon & Linda Wenstrom’s 1957 CC Continental 
Chain o’ Lakes October 2020

Unknown wood boater on Kawaguesaga Lake

Jon and Linda strike a pose aboard Schatzi

Marc and Linda Toigo, 1955 Chris Craft 

Rebel and Chryslis, Sept 2020 on Nippersink 
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Emily

Brenden and Henry Miller out for a sunset spin out in 
Emily.

Henry sitting in the invisible seat aboard Emily after 
helping Dad with the fuel lines.

Another beautiful evening run on Long Lake

1951 Chris Craft U22

Emily is named after Henry’s twin sister who passed 
away at 2-1/2 years old of a rare genetic disorder.

Photos by: Jim MIller
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Brenden and Jim Miller at Geneva Lake Show

Brenden at the helm

Arial veiw of Emily cruising Lake Geneva.
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BAMM! 
It all began way back in June of 1949, 
my Chris Craft Riviera serial # R18-015 
was built and was delivered to Hewes 
Boat Company in Fox Lake Illinois.

By Bob O’Day

Fast forward to 2006…

I didn’t know my neighbor too well except for the occasional hello and conversations outside and had no 
idea he owned the boat.   I had some cash in the house and went over to see him and it turns out he was 
getting ready to strip the boat of the hardware and sell on E-Bay, so, $500 later and the boat was mine.

OUR 1949 CHRIS CRAFT RIVIERA  
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Finally, after owning the Riviera for 7 years, into 
the garage it went. The boat was completely 
stripped of all planking and the frames and chines 
were repaired as needed.  This was not fun as 
some genius decided to cover the bottom of the 
boat with fiberglass- a huge no-no.  These planks 
were marked and kept for use as templates for 
the new planking. 

In the meantime, I had gotten myself a 
copy of “How to Restore you Wooden 
Runabout” by Don Dannenberg (he even 
signed my book) and joined his online 
forum. In my opinion this is a must have 
for anyone that is going to attempt a boat 
restoration.

After the frames were taken care of the next part of the resto-
ration was the bottom.  A big thank you to my dad and my wife 
Amy (she was even helping steam bend the planks and cutting 
bungs) when doing the bottom.  After many hours of cutting and 
fitting planks, drilling holes, putting in thousands of screws – oh 
and a lot of 3M  5200 adhesive that gets all over and doesn’t 
come off, the bottom was done. 



 SMOKE SIGNAL     PAGE 10     SPRING 2021 SMOKE SIGNAL     PAGE 10     SPRING 2021

Then there is a ton of shaping and sanding 
to come.  Lots of sanding finally complete 
and it was time for several barrier coats 
of primer and several coats of Copper 
Bronze paint.

Next came the sides of the boat.  After cutting out some rough 
planks from the templates, I used the router method to fit the 
planks.  This saved countless hours of fitting using a plane. 
Many clamps, holes, screws, 3M 5200 and many hours in the 
garage, the side planks were on. Finally, time to flip the boat. 
This was not a big deal as I had some pulleys and straps set 
up in the garage and I was able to flip it by myself.

Now that it’s flipped, time for the fitting the covering 
boards to be fitted. This took a while as I was using 
2-1/2” mahogany (expensive) that was eventually 
planed and sanded to form the smooth rounded edge 
around the boat. Time for the topside planks.  The en-
tire top of the boat is planked with wood from one tree 
and they are also book matched. Oh, forgot to mention, 
along with all the screws and holes, bungs had to be 
cut as well to fill all those holes. The bungs that were 
cut were cut from the same plank that they were being 
put in to help match grain and color.  Finally, the home 
stretch with putting in all these screws and bungs.
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Now the real fun begins, sanding, sanding and more 
sanding and when you think you are done, more sand-
ing.  Now that all the sanding is done (hope so) it is time 
to bleach the wood in the areas that need to be blonde.  
After bleaching is done the wood is white as a ghost.

After 16 coats of varnish and sanding – I said that’s it 
and while all this was going on, I rebuilt the 105 hp KL 
engine for the boat and test ran it for about an hour.

Now some coats of varnish go on the bleached 
areas to seal the wood.  Lots of coats to put on 
and oh, more sanding.   

Now time to install the engine.  For the first time in 
6 ½ years the boat got put on the trailer and taken 
out of the garage over to my dad’s house to put 
the engine in. 
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Now finally time to put the chrome on, NOW it looks 
like a wood boat is supposed to! By the way, the 
last chrome was being put on several days before 
the 2019 Geneva lakes Boat Show.

Thank you to all the Captains who voted my Riviera as the best Classic Runabout and Captain’s Choice 
awards.

A big thank you to Tom Wagner of Fox River Valley Boats for his guidance and support and also Don Dan-
nenberg and his loyal followers on his website forum as without their support and knowledge the restoration 
would have never happened.

To my wife Amy, a huge thank you for putting up with me disappearing for hours at a time in the garage or 
basement and in honor of our family, the boats name is:  BAMM!  - Bob, Amy, Michael and Mitchel.

After that, many hours of putting in all the wiring, 
gauges and other controls, it was time to put in the 
interior. I purchased the kit from Jack Mayeaux out 
in Washington State.  Jack has done numerous in-
teriors on Concours winning boats at Lake Tahoe.

I did not have any time left to do ANY sea trials and was forced to splash the boat at the Abbey for the 
first time in 34 years, the day before the show! Luckily, there were no issues with the boat and it got used 
several times at the show.
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Be a friend of the river, help care for it at 
Friend's of the River annual cleanup, 
Chicago River Day on Saturday, May 8, 2021. 
Volunteers have two start times to choose from, 
9 a.m. or 10 a.m. and receive a #ChicagoRiverDay T-shirts 
as a thank you gift.
Masks and social distancing are required, regardless of 
vaccination status. The CMAC group will be cleaning at 
Canal Street Marina.

CMAC plans an extensive schedule of programs teaching boating skills and marine ecology (one week 
classes) and boat-building (two week classes) during the summer season.  For a detailed program 
schedule go to www.chicagomaritime.org

For more information, please contact Toby Lindo
773-771-6291 
toby@chicagomaritime.org

CMAC is also planning an orientation meeting via ZOOM Monday night, May 3 starting at 6pm.  To attend, 
send a note to Toby Lindo at tlindo2@gmail.com.  CMAC is seeking to add instructors, mentors and paid 
interns to the staff for the summer season.  Details will be provided at the meeting on May 3.  
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classified ads
1954, 24 foot Shepherd hardtop, with original 331 cu inch Hemi. 
In excellent condition, and has received many awards
including the Best Classic Cruiser at the 2016 ACBS Lake 
Geneva boat show.  Believed to be the only 24 foot Shepherd hardtop in ac-
tive use.  A wonderful boat for multi-day cruises.  
Details available at  http://www.rareshepherd.com/index.html
The boat can be viewed by appointment in SE Wisconsin.  
Contact: G. Petersen 262-742-2367

1924 Consolidated Speedway  'CHEROKEE'  
Looking for partners to keep this historic yacht on Geneva Lake.
Fractional owner ships available. 
See; http://maheratimecharters.com/
Captain Patrick, Maheratimecharters@gmail.com 
Slip 1138 in the Abbey Harbor, Fontana, WI
Patrick Maher 262-903-6577

1963 19 1/2’ Streblow “Rebel” This beautiful Streblow has been meticulously maintained 
by award winning boat restorer Jim Murdock of Vintage Boat Restorations, Bristol, CT.  
Five years out of college, the original owner purchased the craft from Larry and Randy 
Streblow at their site in Kenosha, WI.  The boat spent it’s early years on Geneva Lake 
as a family ski boat.  The owner moved to Sparta, NJ where he kept it over the sum-
mers.  The craft is powered by a Chris-Craft Chevy Corvette engine. New 5200 bottom 
and new upholstery. Trailer included.
The “REBEL” received a Gold Award at the  2017 ACBS International Boat Show at 
Racine WI. 
Please call Don Taylor at 630-632-9797.  REDUCED $37,900

‘Casual Elegance’
1954 28’ Chris-Craft Semi Enclosed Cruiser with twin 12v flat head 
engines.
Includes recently restored trailer.
Price negotiable. Call 847-652-6319

1958 15’ Chris-Craft Cavalier with 60 hp Hercules engine
Price negotiable. Call 847-652-6319

FOR SALE:  Chris Craft Engines   K100HP, KL 105HP, KLO 105HP, M130HP, ML145HP, MCL 175HP, also a dual carb 
135HP Chrysler Crown, Ted  847-395-8902
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37
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Blackhawk ACBS Memberships 
make great gifts!

Contact Valerie Diedrich
membership@blackhawkacbs.com

Climb on Board!
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BLACKHAWK CHAPTER- ACBS
Smoke Signal
21 Plum Court
Sleepy Hollow IL, 60118

2021 Event Calender

Sat June 5  2021 Lower Fox River Cruise
Sat July 2021 Fox Lake In-Water Boat Show at Famous Freddies

August 2021 Chicago River Cruise
Sept  2021 Geneva Lake Cruise

Sat TBA 2021 Fall Dinner

View Smoke Signal and past issues at:
www.blackhawkacbs.com


