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Hello fellow Blackhawk members, 

Our Fox Lake show is on its 32nd year and is running strong. If you 

live on the chain, you can boat right up to the piers. If not Ben Watts 

Marina is a great place to launch and is only a short boat ride away. 

This is a terrific show to attend and participate in. 

 

The next show on the schedule is the Tall ships at Navy Pier. I am 

happy to report that after months of phone calls and emails everything 

appears to be set. We still need a few more boats to round out the 

show and of course volunteers to man the event. Please consider 

spending a few hours to help represent our club and keep an eye on 

member boats. The event will be similar to the Chicago Boat Show 

that we have participated in before. All volunteers will receive FREE 

admission to the event. Remember....The more people that sign up to 

help out means less time for everyone to work, and more time to look 

around and enjoy this wonderful show. Additional tickets are  

available on a first come first serve basis.  

Contact me at 847-477-3373 to get yours! 

 

Also new for this year is Downtown Docks which is scheduled for 

August 28th. This will be a day show on the Chicago River in the 

heart of Downtown Chicago. There will be no cost for this event. 

Launching and parking will be available for all boats (at no charge) at 

Marina City Marina. See page 15 for additional information. 

 

Last but not least is the Geneva Lakes Show. The estates are set for 

the Friday estate tour and the Friday night cocktail reception and   

dinner which will be held at the spectacular Mecum Estate.  

 

Registration for all events is now open. You can register online at 

www.genevalakesboatshow.com. Please remember that space is  

limited for boats and most events.  REGISTER EARLY!! 

 

Enjoy the weather and hope to see you on the water or at a show, 

Dave 

The much anticipated 2016 boating 

season has arrived and we have a lot 

planned for you to do. If your  

calendar is anything like my  

family’s, it will be a fun filled year. 

In this newsletter you will find  

signup sheets for our annual Fox 

Lake and Geneva Lakes Boat 

Shows, along with a few new ones. 
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Membership Chairperson, Jan Vogeler 
reports Blackhawk membership has 

grown to over 300 members 

“WELCOME ABOARD” 
BLACKHAWK CHAPTER’S   

NEWEST MEMBERS 

Brian  Basillico, Aurora IL  
Jonathan & Kristen Root, Rosemont IL  
Joe Badame, Lake Villa IL  
John & Ladd Mengel, Delavan WI  

Rob & Paula Brown, Genoa IL  
DeForest Davis & Tiffany Lytle, Winter Park FL  
Jerry & Catherine Slovick, Williams Bay WI  

ALL HANDS ON DECK 

Ahoy Blackhawk Members!  This is a shout out to  any and all to lend a helping hand 

at some of our  upcoming boat shows and events.  If you are interested in volunteer-

ing your time and energy please contact  Dave Vogeler at  

president@blackhawkacbs or 847-477-3373 

Blackhawk Smoke Signal Advertising Policy 

Individual Blackhawk Chapter members may run a single complimentary non-commercial advertisement in any issue of the 

Smoke Signal. Individual advertisements will  not be rerun unless the editor is notified prior to publication of the following 

issue. The editor reserves the right to edit if necessary to fit available space. 

Provide all advertisements to: Matt Byrne at mattbyrne@mrbtech.com or Terry Dickson at stmfittr@aol.com 

 

Blackhawk Chapter name badges are again available. 
These tasteful badges are a great way to let other 

members know who you are at outings, and to show 
your affiliation at non-Blackhawk events.  

  
Contact Membership Chairperson Jan Vogeler 

membership@blackhawkacbs.com 
(847) 477-3358 

Attention Blackhawk members:  The newsletter belongs to you and  you can make 

it better. It’s all about our stories. Whether hanging out at the docks  

during a show or dining together as a group, we all share our stories…the  

restoration project, bringing an engine back to life, a boating event, the maiden  

voyage, the mishaps as well as the glorious days when all goes well.  

To keep the newsletter fresh, exciting and providing new viewpoints to the readers, we need your stories...the  

funny, the interesting, the informative. There are over 300 members now  and I invite all of you to share your      

stories of a day, a boat, or a lifetime of your experience.  

Please send your stories and pictures to stmfittr@aol.com  Thanks, Terry Dickson, Smoke Signal Editor 

file:///C:/Users/Terry/Documents/Marine/ACBS/SS/membership@blackhawkacbs.com


The Smoke Signal PAGE  4 

Geneva Lakes Antique and 
Classic Boat Show 

presented by 

Blackhawk Chapter 
of the Antique and Classic Boat Society 

This year’s ACBS Blackhawk lake cruise and house tour has three absolutely incredible homes as well as four   

historic boats and is not to be missed! Tours will depart from the Abbey Harbor House in Fontana. Lunch will be 

provided at the historic Lake Geneva Country Club. Tour time is approximately 4 hours 45 minutes.   

            September 23-25 with pre-events on Friday September 23 

 at The Abbey in Fontana, WI 

Friday September 23 Estate Tour and Lunch 

The first home is Flower Cottage, the home of Bob Kelly and 

Carolyn Smeltzer. This ten thousand square foot summer 

home is built on a portion of the former Westgate Estate using 

many materials and artifacts preserved from this estate as well 

as other historic homes. Surrounding the home are a  

cutting garden and three welcoming gardens.  Inside you will 

see extensive use of rare woods, some over a hundred years 

old, and unique furnishings including an 1850 grocery cabinet 

from Denmark, a custom 14-foot dining room table made from 

barn wood, and a bar made from an old wooden sail boat. 

Many paintings and works of art are also displayed       

throughout. And don’t miss the chicken coup! 

The second home belongs to Mark Licht. It is located 

on a portion of the former estate of furniture store  

magnate John M. Smyth, with the natural beauty of 

the setting with a stream flowing through it framing 

the home. The house was originally built in the early   

1980’s in the style of a California Deck House. The 

house has undergone an extensive two-year            

remodeling program based on a theme of informal 

lake living and reflecting the owner’s love of water 

and  nature.  You will see a built-in 650-gallon salt 

water aquarium and an amazing office overlooking 

the lake that is lined with teak, decorated with      

nautical artifacts, and with a stained glass back   

lighted Mariner’s Star recessed in the ceiling. Also 

extensive use of polished nickel fixtures and special 

tiles  throughout. 
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 The Lake Geneva Country Club: Founded in 1895 by a group of 

Chicago businessmen, it is one of the oldest 18-hole golf courses in 

the Midwest. The course was originally laid out by the golf pro from 

St. Andrews in Scotland while on a tour of the United States and it 

is still basically unchanged from his concept. Indeed, many of the 

bunkers and course features have recognizable characteristics  

similar to St. Andrews. 

The third home is that of Ken and Sue Koranda.        

It was built in the 1990’s on the Colman estate and is 

modeled after Fallingwater, the Frank Lloyd Wright 

designed home in southwestern Pennsylvania. It is 

an incredible home with interior design elements,  

furniture, carpets, lighting fixtures, and accessories 

all custom made in the same Wright style. Rarely 

can you see a home where the unique decorative  

elements and architectural design blend so  

harmoniously with all the original furnishing still  

preserved as the designers envisioned them. The 

cantilevered balconies and floor-to-ceiling windows 

create unforgettable vistas. There are a number of 

waterfalls, both inside and out, that will be in  

operation. The home is surrounded by natural land-

scaping that has been enhanced by Mr. Koranda,  

a director of Morton Arboretum.  

Friday September 23 Reception, Cocktails and Dinner 

There is an accessory building with another ten garages, which has a catering kitchen and stainless steel  

swimming pool on the roof. There is a building by the entrance in the shape of an old time gas station and, next to 

the pier, another summer house. The veranda overlooking the lake has a Bugatti carousel. Curators of Dana’s 

collection will be available to answer questions about the cars, and Dana will present a short program talking about 

his vision for the estate and the collection.  

( continued next page) 

The Friday evening reception will be at the new home of  

Dana and Patty Mecum located on South Lake Shore Drive 

in Fontana, just west of the Yacht Club. The estate is       

absolutely amazing, 33,000 sq. ft with several accessory 

buildings and landscaped terraces overlooking the lake. The 

main building has accommodations for Dana and his wife 

Patty, plus accommodations for parents and grandchildren, 

with an additional private area for the estate manager and 

family.  The house has individual garages for ten             

automobiles – and these are not simply automobiles. These 

are special cars from Dana’s personal  collection:           

Mercedes, Maybachs, Bugatties, and numerous others - the 

cream of the crop.  

http://genevalakesboatshow.com/Content/Images/LGCC.jpg
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(from last page) 

With all this going on, there is not room for guest’s cars at the estate or room for boats at his pier, so we are 

arranging for parking at the Lake Geneva Yacht Club and we will provide two shuttles for rapid  

transportation to the estate.  

This is a premier event, spectacular in every sense! Space is limited so get your reservations in early! You won’t 

have another chance to see this remarkable estate.  

The bar will open at 6:00 PM serving, beer and wine, and be open through dinner. Dinner will be served at 7:30. 

The cost for event is $90 per person.  

Sunday September 25 Boat Show 

 Sunday, boats will be on exhibit again at 10 am. People’s Choice award and  

drawing winners announced at the Blackhawk tent at 2 pm. Each year we have 

many spectators who attend the boat show on Sunday afternoon expecting to see 

the full line-up of boats on display. Therefore, participants are asked to leave their 

boats in the water (and land displays intact) on Sunday until 3:00 pm when the 

boat show officially ends. 

Saturday September 24 Boat Show 

  

Boats will be on exhibit all day Saturday, beginning at 10:00 am. Be sure you 

have your boat in the water by then, as we expect a lot of spectators. Local 

vendors will have items on display, and the Blackhawk Chapter’s tent will 

once again offer t-shirts, posters and other items. The annual “starting of the 

engines” and boat parade will commence at 4:00 pm.  

Saturday evening’s dinner will be held in the Ball Room at the Abbey Resort. 

Cash bar will open at 6:00 PM, followed by a dinner at 7:30, cost is $30 per 

person. This is an event you won’t want to miss, as boat show awards will be 

presented at Saturday evening’s dinner.  

The People’s Choice award will be presented on Sunday at 2:00pm. In an 

effort to honor the winners of the award categories, and recognize the 

owners, you must register for the Saturday dinner and be in attendance in 

order to be qualified to win one of the show awards.  

 

Award Categories   

 Blackhawk Chapter Sharpest Arrow 

 ACBS Most Preserved 

 Best Chris Craft 

 Best Century 

 Best Streblow 

 Best Contemporary 

 Most Historic 

 Best Fiberglass 

 Best Outboard 

 Skippers Choice 

 People’s Choice 

 Pre-War 

 Best Utility under 22’ 

 Best Utility 22’ & over 

 Best Runabout under 22’ 

 Best Runabout 22’ & over 

 Post-War 

 Best Utility under 22’ 

 Best Utility 22’ & over 

 Best Runabout under 22’ 

 Best Runabout 22’ & over 
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Famous Freddies 

 The 32nd Annual Antique & Classic  

in-water Boat Show at  

FAMOUS FREDDIE’S 

Saturday July 16, 2016  
on Pistakee Lake, 510 Park Ave, Fox Lake IL 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

City__________________________________________State______________Zip________________ 

Phone_____________________________  MFG BOAT _____________________________________ 

MODEL_____________________________________________YEAR__________LENGTH_______ 

ENGINE _________________________________________________   HP ______________________ 

Boat Name ______________________________________________________ 

Send to: Ted Cartner     PO Box 683     Antioch IL 60002 

MAKE CHECKS OUT TO  “The Blackhawk Chapter” 

Set up is 8:00 am to 9:00 am               

Show 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Awards dockside at 1:30 pm 

Western BBQ Buffet at 2:00 pm 
Tossed garden Salad , Corn on the cob 

Grilled BBQ Chicken, Coleslaw 

BBQ Rib Fingers, Baked Potatoes 

Cash Bar 

$15.00 Boat entry fee  
(before 7/2/16,  $20 after 7/2/16) 

$16.00 per person for BBQ Buffet 

For more info:  Ron Van Horn 708-347-8951  or  

Ted Cartner  847-395-8902 

REGISTER ON-LINE  

http://blackhawkacbs.com/Events/FoxLakeBoatShow.aspx 

AWARDS WILL BE PRESENTED IN 4 TROPHY CLASSES: 

FOOD, DRINK, & MUSIC WILL BE AVAILABLE. 

 BEST RUNABOUT 

 BEST UTILITY 

 BEST OUTBOARD 

 SKIPPERS CUP 
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Pepsi® Tall Ships® Chicago 2016 

The Tall ships are returning to Chicago July 27-31, 2016. Navy Pier Event 
Operations has offered us space at the event. They are providing us enough 
space to display 10-12 boats. We will receive FREE parking passes for exhibitors, 

along with 10 VIP  Invitations to attend the Parade of Sail Reception on the 

roof top at Navy Pier, Wednesday the 27th. They have provided the club with 
free admission tickets to the Tall Ships Event for our members and friends. The 

parking passes and Parade of Sail Reception tickets will be first come first 

serve for exhibitors.  

We need Boats for the display and members to represent 
the club.  Please consider spending a few hours to help 
represent our club and keep an eye on our member 
boats. The event will be similar to the Chicago Boat Show.   
All volunteers will receive FREE admission to the event.  

Remember............................... 
The more people that sign up to help, the less time 
everyone will need to work,  and more time to look 
around and enjoy this wonderful show. 

Contact: Dave Vogeler ASAP if you are interested in 
volunteering or displaying your boat as we have 
limited space and VIP tickets   847-477-3373 

Email: dvogeler214@ameritech.net 
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         Pepsi® Tall Ships®  

            Chicago 2016 

  

 

Schedule: 
 
Wednesday, July 27 
Setup: Navy Pier 7:00 am - 10:00 am  
Parade of Sail: 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm  
Opening Ceremony: 4:00 pm  
Parade of Sail VIP Reception, Approximate time: 2pm - 6pm 
Aon Summer Fireworks display: 9:30 pm  
 
Thursday, July 28  
Festival Grounds: 10:00 am - 8:00 pm  
Fireworks display: 9:30 pm  
 
Friday, July 29  
Festival Grounds: 10:00 am - 8:00 pm  
Fireworks display: 9:30 pm  
 
Saturday, July 30  
Festival Grounds: 10:00 am - 8:00 pm  
Aon Summer Fireworks display: 9:30 pm  
 
Sunday, July 31  
Festival Grounds: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
Breakdown: 6:00 pm 
 

 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

City__________________________________________State______________Zip________________ 

Phone_____________________________  MFG BOAT _____________________________________ 

MODEL_____________________________________________YEAR__________LENGTH_______ 

ENGINE _________________________________________________   HP ______________________ 

Boat Name ______________________________________________________ 

 

Please submit application along with a picture and write-up about your boat to: dvogeler214@ameritech.net 

For questions contact Dave Vogeler 847-477-3373 Mail to: 214 River Dr. Trout Valley, IL. 60013 
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Many Thanks to Lars and Olivia and Family. The frankfurters and lemonade were outstanding. 

Log Hogs trimming 200 year old White Oak. Tracing a stem for duplication. 

1930 Kermath Sea Wolf 225 power. Some boats are ready for show too. ‘Double Barrel’ 

Walter Goes’s 1929 Morris is 
being rebuilt after lighting 
struck. 

                        Spring Workshop 
Blackhawks enjoyed a warm Spring day in April and had a great time visiting    
Bergersens Boat Company. It was obvious they are busy with lots of activity 
in the shops and many boats work in progress. 
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Come out and enjoy the day on the Chicago River and 

bring your boat.  

This event will take place Sunday August 28th, 9am-3pm. 

We will be gathering at Downtown Docks  located on the 

New Chicago Riverwalk between State Street and  

Dearborn Street. This will be a FREE event for members 

and guests. Free boat launching will be available at  

Marina Towers along with parking for boat trailers and 

tow vehicle.  

Please RSVP by August 1st. 

Contact Dave Vogeler if you are                     

interested in  participating.    

847-477-3373 

Email: dvogeler214@ameritech.net  

www.downtowndocks.com/ 

www.downtowndocks.com/
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Classified Corner 
 

FOR SALE:  Extensive collection of boating magazines including Classic Boating issues 44-174, ACBS Rudder 1993-2013, 

Century Thoroughbred 2001-2013, Brass Bell (Chris Craft Club) 1995—2003, BSLOL Boathouse 1998-2003.   

Make an offer.  Eric 815-344-0060 

FOR SALE:  Chris Craft Engines   K100HP, KL 105HP, KLO 105HP, M130HP, ML145HP, MCL 175HP, also a dual carb 

135HP Chrysler Crown, Ted  847-395-8902 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE: 1956 Century Resorter completely restored by Tom Flood in 2013. New dou-

ble bottom,  sides and decks, 11 coats of varnish & new interior, new aluminum fuel tank 

& fittings, original Chrysler M47-S 135 HP engine, new Sunbrella full waterline mooring 

cover. Includes trailer PFDs, lines & fenders. $26500  Call John, 815 321 0021 

FOR SALE:  1935 Chris Craft Deluxe Utility 18'.    New keel, chines, gripe, 
stem, bottom frames, stringers, transom framing, topsides frames, deck 
frames, 5200 bottom (cpes sealed, 6 coats 200E, 3 coats bottom paint.)  Most 
pattern boards included for the hardtop option, or use the included rectangular 
windshield and brackets for an open boat.  Rebuilt B engine and many other 
new parts.  I am not physically able to finish the restoration.  $16,500 OBO. 
Might consider 1930's Ford in trade. 
Contact John 217-855-1791 or wdwrkr3@yahoo.com.   

FOR SALE:  1954 Shepherd 24 foot Hardtop Cruiser; only 24 foot hardtop in active use; 
has four double wide bench seats under top; original hemi V-8; floor shifter; crank up 
side windows; windshield wipers; multiple award winner; recently performed well on 8  
multi-day cruises; three covers; heavy duty trailer; can be viewed by appointment on  
Lauderdale Lakes 15 miles north of Lake Geneva, WI;  
more information available from owner Jerry Petersen at www.rareshepherd.com  
or via e-mail to owner at garwood2@elknet.net ;   

http://www.rareshepherd.com
mailto:garwood2@elknet.net
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Climb on Board! 

Blackhawk ACBS Memberships 
make great gifts! 

 

Contact Jan Vogeler 
Membership@Blackhawkacbs.com 

 

If you are interested in being 

an officer, chairman, volunteer 

or on the Board of Directors, 

contact Steve Fleming at 

dndeburring@sbcglobal.net 
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BLACKHAWK CHAPTER-ACBS 

The Smoke Signal 
21 Plum Ct. 

Sleepy Hollow, IL 60118 

 

To view the entire Smoke Signal  
and to view any past issues go to: 

www.blackhawkacbs.com 

2016 Event Calendar 

July 16, 2016 Fox Lake In-Water Boat Show at Famous Freddies 

July 27-31, 2016 Chicago Tall Ships at Navy Pier 

August 28, 2016 Downtown Docks on the Chicago River 

Sept  23-25, 2016 Geneva Lakes Antique & Classic Boat Show, Abbey Resort 

Date TBA Fall Dinner  

The Viking longship Draken Harald Hårfagre departed 
Haugesund Norway on April 24 and is sailing to  
Chicago for the Tall Ships Challenge Great Lakes  
beginning in July. The 114’ Dragon is clinker-built as  
a reconstruction of what the Norse Sagas referred to  
as a “Great Ship”.  
http://www.drakenexpeditionamerica.com/ 
See pages 10 & 11 for more information on Tall Ships 

www.blackhawkacbs.com
http://www.drakenexpeditionamerica.com/

