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Presidents Notes: 

Greetings fellow Blackhawk  members, 
 
As another year is coming to a 
close, I hope everyone has 
had an awesome boating  
season. 
 
For us on the Fox River, it was 
another year of you guessed 
it, ñtoo much waterò. With all of 
the rain, the river was either 
no-wake or closed for almost 
50% of the boating season.  
A huge thank you goes out to 
all of our officers, board  
members, chairpersons and 
volunteers that make every-
thing the chapter does  
possible.  Please make it your chapter and do what you can 
to volunteer and participate at our events. 
 
Well, as most of you know, after not seeing the water in 34 
years and after a 6-1/2 year restoration, my 18ô Chris Craft 
Riviera finally hit the water for the first time. No pressure of 
course as this day happened the day before the GLBS start-
ed!  Luckily, there were no leaks or mechanical issues!   

Thanks to all of the Captains that awarded my boat the  
Captains choice award at the GLBS!   A big thank you goes 
out to Tom Wagner of Fox River Valley Boat Works and Don 
Dannenberg and his loyal forum participants as without their 
guidance, this would have never been completed. Also, I 
cannot thank my wife enough for putting up with me  
disappearing into the garage many night a week. 
 
I hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable Holiday Season 
and remember to think spring! 

Best wishes to all,  
Bob OôDay 
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Membership Chairperson, Valerie  
Diedrich reports Blackhawk membership 
has grown to over 300 members 
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John & Jennifer VanHyfte, Johnsburg IL  James & Kristine Cichowski, Park Ridge IL  

Doug & Debra Lellbach, Lake Geneva WI  Tom & Sue Skok, Elkhorn WI  

Wendy Ackley,  Waukesha WI  Carson Zickert, Gurnee IL 

Amy Scanlin, Sacket Harbor NY Jim & Carol Schumaker, Rockford IL 

Blackhawk Smoke Signal Advertising Policy 
Individual Blackhawk Chapter members may run a single complimentary non-commercial advertisement in any issue of the 
Smoke Signal. Individual advertisements will  not be rerun unless the editor is notified prior to publication of the following 
issue. The editor reserves the right to edit if necessary to fit available space. 

Provide all advertisements to: Matt Byrne at mattbyrne@mrbtech.com or Terry Dickson at stmfittr@aol.com 

 Business card sized Quarter page Half Page Full Page 

Members $40 $80 $150 $300 

Non-Members $60 $100 $170 $320 

Commercial Advertisements Commercial advertisements will be run in each issue published during the course of the year  
unless prior arrangements are made. Four issues per year are published. The following rates apply for commercial advertising 
on a per year basis.  

Attention Blackhawk members:  The newsletter belongs to you and you can make it 

better. It is all about our stories. Whether hanging out at the docks during a show or 

dining together as a group, we all share our storieséthe restoration project, bring-

ing an engine back to life, a boating event, the maiden voyage, the mishaps as well 

as the glorious days when all goes well.  

To keep the newsletter fresh, exciting and providing new viewpoints to the readers, we need your storiesé 

the funny, the interesting, the informative. There are over 300 members now  and I invite all of you to share your 

stories of a day, a boat, or a lifetime of your experience.  

Please send your stories and pictures to stmfittr@aol.com  Thanks, Terry Dickson, Smoke Signal Editor 
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Ahoy Blackhawk Members!  This is a shout out to any and all to lend a helping hand at 
some of our  upcoming boat shows and events.  If you are interested in  
volunteering your time and energy please contact  Bob O�¶Day at  
boboday@warehousedirect.com or 630-936-1656 


