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Newsletter of the BLACKHAWK CHAPTER-ACBS 

A many of you already know the Blackhawk Chapter is hosting 
the ACBS 36th Annual Meeting and International Boat Show at 
this year Geneva Lakes Boat show September 19-25 in 
Fontana, WI on Lake Geneva.  This is going to be a week long 
event with pre-events the week prior of the show.  This is the 
first in a series of articles that will highlight those pre-event.  
In this article we will cover Monday and Tuesday.  Registra-
tion for pre-event and the boat show will be available in the 
next issue of the Rudder. 
 
Monday, September 19:  Welcome Reception, Architectural 
Lecture, Buffet Dinner, Musical Entertainment 
Arrive at 6:00 pm at George Plamondon’s 36th floor Park 
Tower residence located at 800 N. Michigan Avenue on Chi-
cago’s “Magnificent Mile.”   After the 6:30 lecture by architect 
Bill Bickford describing the architecturally significant build-
ings you will be seeing on Tuesday, you’ll enjoy cocktails, 
buffet, and music provided by pianist Justin Hayford .  
 
Bill Bickford is a founding principal of Northworks Architects 
& Planners. While a Chicago based company, Bill is a licensed 
Architect in several states where he oversees a variety of resi-
dential and retail projects. A respected architectural historian, 
Bill has extensive experience in critiquing Chicago skyscrap-
ers. He spoke  on our of the river last summer, we will be 
pleased to hear talk further about the next day's trip to see these 
Chicago icons. 
  
During the day on Monday, you can shop at numerous stores 
along North Michigan Avenue or, if you are interested in some 
of the finest museums in the country, the Art Institute, Shedd 
Aquarium, Adler Planetarium, Field Museum of Natural His-
tory, and the Museum of Science and Industry are a taxi ride 
away, while the 96th floor observation deck of the Hancock 
building just up the block offers a magnificent view of the city 
skyline.  Valet parking will be available at The Park Tower 
( 800 N. Michigan Ave.) for $15.00.                                
 
For Monday night, 15 rooms have been reserved at the historic 
Racquet Club of Chicago, 1365 N. Dearborn Parkway, just a 
few blocks up the lake shore. For reservations, call 312-787-
3200. Tell the reservation agent that you are a member of the 
Antique and Classic Boat Society for the special rate of $140.   
 
Additional rooms are available at the Hotel Indigo, 1244 N. 
Dearborn Parkway. For reservations call 312-787-4890 

2011 Geneva Lakes Boat Show 

UPCOMING EVENTS… 
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Driving directions: It is best to be headed south on Michigan 
Ave. to approach Park Tower.  From I-94, take the Ohio Street 
east. Follow Ohio St. to Rush St. Turn left (north) on Rush to 
Pearson. Turn right (east) on Pearson to Little Michigan Ave, 
then turn right (south) on Michigan. #800 will be immediately 
on your right 
 
Park Tower was built  in 2000, 
designed  by  socially  promi‐
nent high‐end architect Lucien 
LaGrange.  The  building  is  de‐
scribed  on  its  web  site  as 
“..representing  everything 
that  makes  the  Magnificent 
Mile magnificent:  pencil  thin, 
tanned, dripping in luxury, and 
reaching  for  the  stars.” Rank‐
ing 11th tallest in Chicago it is a 
landmark  in modern skyscrap‐
ers. The  first 20  floors are oc‐
cupied  by  a  Hyatt  Hotel,  but 
the  residences  above  are 
among the finest and most luxurious in the city.  
 
 

(Continued on page 11) 
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BLACKHAWK CHAPTER 
Officers and Directors 

 

 

President Mark Svoboda 
630-208-1775 
msvoboda@ameritech.net 

Vice President Matt Byrne 
630-236-7214 
mattbyrne@mrbtech.com 

Secretary Larry Lange 
262-249-0576 
lange@genvaonline.com 

Treasurer Michael Stolz 
630-530-2038 
mstolz@att.net 

Directors   

(Past President) George Plamondon 
312-787-7455 
georgeplamondon@hotmail.com 

(2011 term) Roger O'Neill 
262-248-8805 
Tom Nickols 
630-513-1703 
tnick52@aol.com 

(2012 term) Ted Cartner 
847-395-8902 
chrysalis40@att.net  
Al Bosworth 
630-832-4481 
abosworth@hirenelson.com 

(Director at Large) Steve Fleming 
847-577-5420 
dndeburring@sbcglobal.net 
John Barrett 
630-584-3107 
johneeb@ameritech.net 

Boat Show Chairmen Al Bosworth 
630-832-4481 
abosworth@hirenelson.com 
Larry Lange 
262-249-0576 
lange@genvaonline.com 

Safety Officer Gary Braker 
847-587-7781 
dr.norot@comcast.net 

Youth Development Dave Vogeler 
riverrats@ameritech.net 
Tom Wagner 
woodboat@mydb3.com 

Membership Chairman Kathy Lange 
262 249-057 
lange@genevaonline.com 

Web Master Matt Byrne 
630-236-7214 
mattbyrne@mrbtech.com 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Fellow Blackhawk Members: 
 
Spring is here and it just about time to launch.  After a fresh coat of 
bottom paint and some cleaning topsides, Miss Millie should be 
ready to go as soon as we get a break in the weather.  This week 
we have biting cold, rain and snow but this will end soon.  I can 
finally stop web surfing for a wooden boat fix and start seeing a 
few out on the lakes. 
There are a number of great events planned this spring.  Here are 
some highlights for May: 
Blackhawk Spring Events: 
 Sunday May 1, Blackhawk Youth Program Restoration Pro-

ject Kickoff and Fox River Valley Boat Open House Ring-
wood, IL. 

 Sunday May 15, Blackhawk Spring Dinner, Gordy’s Cobalt 
Lounge Fontana, WI. 

 Saturday May 21, Blackhawk Spring Workshop and Open 
House at Altounian Builders Lake Bluff, IL. 

On Sunday May 1st we are launching our youth restoration project 
at the Fox River Valley Boat Open House.   The Ringwood Show-
room is located at 5103 Mann Drive Ringwood, IL.  Come join our 
project leaders Tom Wagner and Dave Vogeler along with our 
youth crew as we launch the summer project.  With the help of 
Larry Lange, we found a mid 1950’s outboard runabout.  The cold 
molded plywood hull is in decent shape and will be a great project 
for the group.  There is room for more young adults and we en-
courage everyone to come forward and participate.  We will make 
sure we are age appropriate for everyone that wants to participate.  
Watch for the progress reports in the next editions of the Smoke 
Signal. 
The Blackhawk Spring Dinner will be at Gordy’s Cobalt Lounge 
on Sunday May 15th.  Gordy’s is located at the west end of Geneva 
Lake at 336 Lake Street Fontana, WI.  Get the latest on Blackhawk 
activities including the 2011 ACBS International Show and Ge-
neva Lake Show this fall at the Abby Resort and Abbey Marina.  
This will be a Grand & Glorious event and we will need the help of 
the entire chapter to ensure success.  Cocktails will be at 5:00 PM 
and dinner at 6:00 PM.  The cost is $25 per adult and $8 for kids.  
Please see the registration form later in this Smoke Signal to re-
serve a spot. 
A Blackhawk Spring Workshop will be held at Altounian Builders 
on Saturday May 21st hosted by Jim Altounian.  They are located 
at 13110 West Rt. 176 Suite 1 Lake Bluff, IL. This will be a great 
opportunity to see the progress on a 1927 Chris Craft Triple that 
Jim is restoring and network with other Blackhawks members.  To 
reserve a spot please contact George Plamondon at georgeplamon-
don@hotmail.com or call at (312) 787-7455. 
There will be many other events throughout the year.  See the 
schedule later in this edition of the Smoke Signal and keep eye on 
future editions for more details. 
Thank every member of the Blackhawk Chapter for your participa-
tion and support.  I am looking forward to warm summer days and 
I hope to see all of you at Blackhawk events throughout the year. 
 
Best Regards, 
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The Blackhawk Youth Project Spring Launch at the Fox River Valley Boat Open House 
Sunday May 1, 2011 

Fox River Valley Boat Company 
Ringwood Showroom 

5103 Mann Drive Ringwood, IL 60072 
(815) 385‐0454 

The Blackhawk Chapter of the ACBS is kicking off the new youth program on Sunday May 1st, 2011 at Fox River Valley Boat’s Ring‐
wood Showroom.  We have acquired a project boat, a mid 1950’s cold‐molded plywood outboard runabout.  This will make a great 
project for the team. 

               
There is room for more to join the crew.  If you know a young adult that would like to participate please contact the committee or 
just show up on Sunday ! 

Tom Wagner    woodboat@mydb3.com  815‐385‐0454 
Dave Vogeler    riverrats@ameritech.net  847‐516‐8462 

               
Come and support the group and enjoy a wide variety of restored and project boats on display.  There is typically 40 – 50 antique 

and classic boat for sale in the showroom.  While the weather may not yet be perfect for boating it is always warm and dry in the 

showroom. 
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The 27th Annual Antique &          
Classic in-water Boat Show    
at FAMOUS FREDDIE’S 
Saturday July 16, 2011  

on Pistakee Lake, 510 Park Ave, Fox Lake IL 
 

Set up is 8:00 to 9:30               
Show 9:30 to 2:00 

Boating on your own   2:30 to 5:00 
Cocktails at 5:00      

Western BBQ Buffet at 5:30 
 
                                        

                      
                                             

                      

  $15.00 Boat entry fee (before 7/7/11,  $20 after 7/7/11) 

  $12.00 per person for BBQ Buffet 
 
 
There is no launch ramp at Freddie’s, you could launch at any of the other Marinas around the Lake. Ben Watts Marina ramp is 

3 minutes by car or water.      NOTE: A Waterway Permit Sticker is required, it can be purchased at Watts Marina. 
 

For more info:  Ron Van Horn 708-347-8951  or  Ted Cartner  847-395-8902 
 
 

NAME:______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
City____________________________________State___________Zip___________ 
 
Phone_________________________  MFG BOAT __________________________ 
 
MODEL______________________________YEAR__________LENGTH_______ 
 
ENGINE ___________________________   HP ______________ 

 
Send to: Ted Cartner     PO Box 683     Antioch IL 60002 
MAKE CHECKS OUT TO  “The Blackhawk Chapter” 

Tossed garden Salad 
Grilled BBQ Chicken  
BBQ Rib Fingers 
 Cash Bar  

Corn on the cob 
Coleslaw 
Baked Potatoes 
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 CHICAGO RIVER CRUISE 
FATHER’S DAY 

SUNDAY JUNE 19, 2011 
 
Father's Day The Blackhawk Charpter will cruise the beautiful Chicago River. We'd like to get underway 10:30 am, so try 
to be at the ramp between 9:00 & 9:30 am. Coffee will be served. We will go though the river's locks as a group, tour 
and return to The Columbia Yacht Club for a buffet lunch. Noted cabaret pianist Mark Streder will be supplying us with 
some his favorite arrangements. Captains must register all their guests! 
 
FROM THE GRILL AT THE COLUMBIA 
Grilled chicken, pulled pork, corn on the cob and all the good stuff to go with it! 
Soft Drinks are included. 
 
Lunch: $30.00 includes tax and gratuity.... beer and wine on your own! 
( children under 12 $12.00--children under 4 are free) 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
Burham Harbor---the launch fee is $25.00/ payable at the ramp 
1559 So. Lake Shore Dr. 
Chicago, Il 60605 
 
If entering the city from the north( Kennedy Expressway Route 90), exit Taylor/Roosevelt Rd. go east 1.3 miles to 
So. Columbus Dr., turn right (south) for .5 miles ( Soldiers Field will be on your left) to East 18th Dr., turn left, 
go under the viaduct for .3 miles to East Waldren Dr., turn right to boat ramp. 
 
For more information: 
George Plamondon, Chairman         Bob Zedek Co-Chairman 
312-787-7455                                815-978-7245 
Cell 312-505-5455 
georgeplamondon@hotmail.com 
 

NAME ______________________________________________________ 
 
BOAT ______________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE _____________________________________________________ 
 
NUMBER OR PEOPLE _______________________________________ 
 
INSUANCE CARRIER/POLICY #______________________________  
 
Send to:   George Plamondon 
        800 N Michigan Ave #3601 
                 Chicago, IL 60611 
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 2011 Blackhawk Spring Dinner 
Sunday May 15th 

5:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

In the Cobalt Lounge at Gordy’s Boat House restaurant in Fontana, WI   The cost 
is $25.00 per adult and $8.00 for children 12 & under.  This will include a Buffet 
Dinner with hamburger and Chicken, Rolls, Salads, Warm Vegetable,  Assorted 

Desserts, Coffee and Condiments. 
 
A Cash Bar (Soda, Beer, Wine, Basic Mixed Drinks) is also available. 
 
If the weather cooperates there is a launch facility and slips available for those 
who want to make it a boating event. 
 
Please RSVP to Matt Byrne 630-802-2698 or mattbyrne@mrbtech.com,  no later 
than May 1.  We hope you can join us! 
 

 



The Smoke Signal PAGE  7 

 Blackhawk Spring Workshop 
 

Saturday May 21 
 10:00 am to noon at Altounian Builders  

at 13110 West Rt. 176 Suite One 
In Lake Bluff, Illinois 

 
Jim Altounian has graciously invited all Blackhawk members to an OPEN HOUSE.  Jim is 

restoring a  1927 Chris Craft 26’ Triple.  Some of you may have attended Jim’s previous 
open house back in December of 2004 where he was restoring a 1954 Shepherd.   

 
 

To reserve your spot, you are  
encouraged to email George Plamondon at:  

georgeplamondon@hotmail.com  
or call (312) 787-7455 
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Classified Corner FOR SALE

 
Blackhawk Smoke Signal Advertising Policy 

Individual Blackhawk Chapter members may run a single complimentary non-commercial advertisement in any issue of the Smoke Signal. Individual advertisements will not be 
rerun unless the editor is notified prior to publication of the following issue. The editor reserves the right to edit if necessary to fit available space. 

 Commercial Advertisements 
Commercial advertisements will be run in each issue published during the course of the year unless prior arrangements are made.  Six issues per year are published. The following 

rates apply for commercial advertising, on a per year basis. Contact your editor for more information: 

 
Provide all advertisements to: Matt ByrnePhone:630-802-2698 E-mail MattByrne@mrbtech.com 

FOR SALE:  1962 Sea Skiff Ranger, 283 Chevrolet V8 Convertible Top, Like new Cushions, Newly refinished transom, All new floor-
ing (white waffle) asking $9800.   New aluminum trailer optional +$3200 - Don Taylor 630-632-9797 

FOR SALE: 1957 20' Chris-Craft Holiday, in good-shape, new cover, newer trailer, and has 175 hp.  I'm asking 12,000 OBO.  Cell# 847
-648-0138 

FOR SALE: 1964 Lyman  25ft. Sleeper model Cuddy cabin w/marine head 327 cu. in. Gray Marine Fire ball engine   All canvas includ-
ing bimini, side curtains and mooring cover  Includes: 6,000 lb. all galvanized Karavan trailer. $16,000  CALL Ken 414-764-5949 or 
Email for more pictures kbourgeois1@wi.rr.com  ( stored indoors and can be seen anytime with appointment)  
FOR SALE: Chris Craft Engines  K 100HP, KL 105HP, KLO 105HP, M 130HP, ML 145HP, MCL 175HP, also a dual carb 135HP 
Chrysler Crown.  Ted 847-395-8902 

  Business card sized  Quarter page Full Page 

Members $40 $80 $300 

Non-Members $60 $100 $320 

Half Page 

150 

170 

Tuesday, September 20: Chicago River tour with lunch at the Columbia Yacht Club 
 Launch your boat at Burnham Harbor, 1559 S. Lake Shore Drive, between 9:00 am and 10:00 am, travel with experienced group lead-
ers through the locks to the Chicago River through the heart of downtown Chicago. See the Trump Tower, the Wrigley Building, the 
Tribune Tower, the Lyric Opera House, the Kennedy family-owned Merchandise Mart, the Wolf Point, the South River area. Then re-
turn for lunch at the Columbia Yacht Club aboard the ABEGWEIT. In the afternoon, weather permitting, cruise Chicago’s lake front 
around Navy Pier and Grant Park. Secure parking area with security guard provided for trailers and boats Monday evening until Tues-
day morning.  Boat launching fee is $25 paid directly to the attendant at the launch ramp.   
 
Driving directions to Burnham Harbor: If you are entering Chicago from the south, use the Dan Ryan Expy (I-90/94). Exit Roosevelt 
Road headed east. Go 1.3 miles to Columbus Drive, turn right (south) on Columbus Drive. Go 0.5 miles to 18th Drive, turn left (east) on 
18th  Drive. Go .3 miles to Waldren Drive, turn right to boat ramp. 
 
If you are entering Chicago from the north or west, or coming from O’Hare Airport, get on the Dan Ryan (I-90/94) headed south from 
the center of Chicago. Exit Taylor/Roosevelt Road east. Go 1.3 miles to Columbus Drive, then follow directions in paragraph above.  
 
Lunch at the famed Columbia Yacht Club 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Picture of the Columbia Yacht Club’s Club House Top deck of the ABEGWEIT where lunch will be served, 
weather permitting 
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When Only the Best Will Do 
Antique & Classic Boat Restoration-Complete or Partial 

Trailer – Upholstery & Covers 
Also specializing in Furniture, Architectural 

Woodwork & Cabinetry  

Celebrating 27 years 

Thor of Oslo 
1958 30’ Norwegian Cruiser 

Built by Lange Custom Woodworking, Inc 
Beginning with an empty hull, no cabin top, 
hardware, mechanics, etc. starting only with 
a photograph to reproduce our customer’s, 
grandfather’s boat. 

262.249.0576 p 262.249.0449 f 
6035 East Highway 50 
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 
6035 E. Hwy 50, Lake Geneva (3 miles East of Rte 12) 
www.LangeCustomWoodworking.com 

82 First-Place Winners to Date 
2010 G.L.B.S. Restorations by Lange 
Best Contemporary Salon Cruiser  2001 40' Grand Craft "QUANANICHE"  
Skippers Choice  1956 26' C.C. Continental  "DOUBLE TROUBLE" 
2nd. Best Classic Utility 21' & over 1951 23' C.C. Holiday  " WOODEN IT BE NICE"  
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      Vintage Engine Repair 
and PARTS 

Chris Craft   Century  Graymarine  CHRYSLER 
 

Engine rebuilding, Carbs, Kits, Fuel & Water Pumps,  Distributors, 
Starters, Generators, 6 to 12 volt conversions, etc 

 
Ted Cartner                                     PO Box 683 

847-395-8902                                 Antioch IL 60002 
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 BLACKHAWK CHAPTER-ACBS 

The Smoke Signal 
2257 Red Maple Ln. 
Aurora, IL 60502 

 
 

Calendar of Events 
 
May 1 - Blackhawk Youth Project Spring Launch  
 
May 15 - Spring Dinner 
 
May 13-14 - Muscatine Boat Show 
 
May 21 - Spring Workshop 
 
June 19 - Chicago River Cruise, Father's Day / Brunch - Columbia Yacht Club 
 
July 16 -  27th Annual Fox Lake Show at Famous Freddie’s Roadhouse   
 
August 5th-6th - 5th Annual Madison Area Antique and Classis Boat Show  
 
August 22th - 5th Annual Pewaukee Antique/Classic Boat Show 
 
September 19-25 - ACBS Annual Meeting and Boat Show, Geneva Lake 


