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Nenemoosha 
Iroquois for “Sweetheart” 

 
Charles and Diana Colman have taken delivery of their new 
replica of a Ditchburn launch.  Built by Peter Breen, the work-
manship is breath taking.  The 32 foot hull and interior con-
struction is classic Ditchburn.  
 

(Continued on page 9) 

Gage-Hacker  
-back in production 
 
Gage Marine is once again in the business of selling wooden 
boats with the introduction of the “Tradition 26”, christened and 
launched July 1, 2007. 
 

The Honduran mahogany cold molded hull is built by Van Dam 
with a beautiful African mahogany interior.  Some of the fea-
tures include two coolers, one with it’s own bilge pump for 
melted ice water, a motor box which opens up to a sunning 
platform, dark covering boards, wooden banjo wheel, oiled ma-
hogany lattice floor, swept back wooden windshield framing, 
and vinyl upholstery feeling  as if it were fine suede.   
 
The new 26’ Gage-Hacker utilizes the John Hacker Maierform 
design bottom (see the Classic Boating article page 16 in the 
May/June 2007 issue) giving it a very good ride in the typical 
Geneva Lake chop.  A small section turned downward at the 
chine also gives an exceptionally dry ride.  The lines are clas-
sic, especially the curved plumb transom. 
 

(Continued on page 9) 

Lake Geneva Boat Show Right Around the Corner 
As the ACBS ramps up for another great Geneva Lakes Boat Show, we’d like to tell you about two modern wooden boats that you won’t 
want to miss.  Gage Marine’s “Gage-Hacker” and Charles and Diana Colman’s “Nenemoosha” will certainly turn heads with their unbe-
lievable craftsmanship and attention to detail.  If you haven’t already sent in your registration for the show, time is running short.  Space is 
limited.  Friday’s tour of Black Point Mansion is sure to be a hit, as well as Captain Crooner’s nautically entertaining performance Friday 
night at Gordy’s.    Pray for good weather Saturday so all attendees can enjoy the ever-popular “starting of the engines” at 4:00, followed by 
the traditional boat parade around Lake Geneva.  For a full breakdown of the weekend’s events, see page 5. 
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BLACKHAWK CHAPTER-ACBS 
Officers and Directors 

 

President Andy Ievins 
(262) 877-3953 
aievins@charter.net 

Vice President John Barrett 
(630) 584-3107 
Johneeb@Ameritech.net 

Secretary Matt Byrne 
630-236-7214 
mattbyrne@mrbetch.com 

Treasurer Ted Cartner 
847-395-8902 

Directors   
(Past President) Steve Fleming 

847-577-5420 
(2007 term) Larry Lange 

(262) 249-0576 
Pete Brainard 
(847) 441-7369 
email: pbrainard@wistool.com 

(Director at Large) James Wilkin 
312-951-8680 
Bill Struve 
847-639-7676 
 

Boat Show Chairmen Al Bosworth 
630-832-4481 
albos@home.com 
Larry Lange 
(262) 249-0576 

Safety Officer Gary Braker 
847-587-7781 
dr.norot@ix.netcom.com 

Youth Development Ted Cartner 
847-395-8902 

Membership Chairman Eric Moberg 
(815) 344-0060 

Web Master Matt Byrne 
630-236-7214 
mattbyrne@mrbetch.com 

Newsletter Editor Andy Ievins 
(262) 877-3953 
aievins@charter.net 

(2008 term) George Plamondon 
(312) 787-7455 
georgeplamondon@hotmail.com 
Al & Marilyn Busa  
847-940-8060 

Visit the Blackhawk web site at  
www.blackhawkacbs.com 

 
Please send any info, comments or suggestions to: 
info@blackhawkacbs.com 
Or, contact Matt Byrne directly at : 
 630-236-7214(home) or 630-802-2698(mobile)  

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
 
The summer is in full swing.  Hope everyone is enjoying the 
great summer, family, and all the old wooden boats.  I’ve 
been out a few times with my son and it’s great to be on the 
water. 
 
The club just had a great show on the Fox River this July.  
You can read about it and see the pictures in this issue.  The 
show had a great turnout and the club and I thank the Wag-
ner family and the show staff, for a great job.  The weather 
was no too hot, and of course, no rain. 
 
During the morning hours, the club held a board meeting and 
we had a great turnout of board members.  I thank all of you 
for finding the time to show up and help with the direction 
and ideas for the club.  Again, I reiterate, the club is for all 
of us, so if anyone has any ideas for workshops or tours, 
please tell me or any board member.  The club is financially 
sound, members are enjoying the shows, and the Geneva 
Show committee is busy working towards our fall show at 
the Abbey. 
 
We are looking into another venue for our fall dinner. I have 
a few suggestions, but if anyone else has some ideas, please 
let me know.  Enjoy the summer, be safe, and lets all have 
fun on the water. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Andy Ievins 
 
 
 

Towing Power! 



The Smoke Signal PAGE  3 

 

Blackhawk Chapter Annual McHenry Boat Show 
The Blackhawk Chapter Of ACBS held it’s 23rd annual show Saturday July 21st at Joey T’s on the Fox river in McHenry, IL. Of the 
about 40 boats that attended top awards went to: 

Skippers Choice-Don Bauer 1929 28’ Triple Cockpit  Spectators Choice-Pete Cook 1965 15’ Cook-Craft 
Best Runabout-Rial Chaplin 1939 19’ Barrelback  Best Utility-Ernie and Kathy Sawyer for their1958 18’ Continental 
Best Century-John Incaudo 1955 Century 21’ Coronado Best Outboard-Dave, Susan & Amy Diggle 1958 Shepherd 15.5 
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 CorrectCraftFan.com 2007 reunion  
July 13th – 15th Green Lake, Wisconsin 

By Pete Brainard 
 

Being a Correct Craft fan all my boating life, I have gotten involved with a web site that has been built up around Cor-
rect Craft enthusiasts.  Although Correct Craft started building boats in 1925 most of this group have fiberglass but it is a 
mix of all years. The first glass boat was the 1961 Ski Nautique that has grown to be the preferred ski and wake board 
boat today. Most early wood models were considered to be throw-away boats so there aren’t many around anymore. 
Many were burned in the early 60’s as the glass boats were becoming popular. 
 
Each year CCfan hosts a mid west and an east coast reunion. By on line talking with this group, I felt that I had gotten to 
know most but it was time to meet them in person. I signed up and went to the Green Lake reunion, had a great time and 
meet a new group of boating friends that I have added to my already large list! 
 
Green Lake is the 5th largest body of water and is the deepest in the state of Wisconsin so I was a little apprehensive 
about boating on it with my little 14’ 6” atom. Yes, as luck would have it, on the big day of the parade, the wind was out 
of the WSW so it was coming across the full width of the lake. It was one of those “white caps on top of the rollers” 
days! I kept in the middle of the group and as close as possible to the person in front of me. At least this rough water pre-
vented the parade from turning into an all out race to the sand bar for lunch. The turnout was 33 boats (I was the only 
wood) and 110 people. 
 
Editors Note: Pete is too modest to mention it but his boat won Best of Show at the reunion.  Congratulation Pete, great 
work! 
 
Trust me, It doesn’t look rough but it was!! 
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Acrobat Document
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Acrobat Document
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The Blackhawk Chapter 2007 Geneva Lake Boat Show 
September 28-30, 2007 

 
 
 

BOAT INFORMATION 
 
Make ________________________________   Model __________________________ 
 
Name ______________________ Year ______   Length  _____  Beam ____ 
 
Engine:Make ____________________   Model ______________    HP ____ 

 
BOAT AWARD CATEGORY:  Please check all that apply. 
 
Wood  ________   Fiberglass  ________   Steel  ________   Aluminum  ________ 
 
Utility ______  Runabout ______ Launch ______ Outboard ______ Cruiser ______ 
 
Canoe ______ Sail ______ Rowing  ______ Raceboat ______ 
 
Other ______ (please explain) _______________________________________________ 
 
Would you like your boat to be judged for most Original/Unrestored?    YES _______ 
 

INSURANCE WAIVER FOR ALL BOAT ENTRANTS 
This statement certifies that I am the owner of the above listed boat. I am entering it in the Blackhawk Chapter ACBS Geneva Lake 
Boat Show, September 2007. I certify that I currently have effective insurance to cover damage to may boat, and to cover my liability 
for damage to other boats, or their property, arising from any use of my boat during this event. 
I hold free and harmless the officers and volunteers of the Blackhawk Chapter and the Antique and Classic Boat Society, Inc., and the 
owners and staff of the Abbey Resort and Abbey Harbor, and Sponsors from any and all actions, claims, liabilities, assertions of liabil-
ity which in any manner arise or be alleged to arise from any and all activities connected directly or proximately with the event listed 
above. 
 
Signature: _____________________________________________   Date: _________________ 
 
This must be signed before entering the Boat Show area. 
 
We need volunteers to help during the Show! If you can help please check here __________ 
 
 
 

SPACE IS LIMITED, ALL REGISTRATIONS ARE ON A FIRST COME / FIRST SERVE 
BASIS. RESERVATIONS DEADLINE IS SEPTEMBER 14th. 
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PROJECTS IN PROGRESS 
#40 update 

There is a choice of engines up to 300 HP coupled to a V-drive 
through a reduction gear.  The drive train is smooth and the 
engine muffled so that conversation in the rear seat is not a 
strain. 
 
The attitude of the hull accelerating from idle to on-plane was a 
pleasant surprise.  Because of the Hacker design bottom there 
is almost no rise of the bow in the transition from slow to plan-
ning speeds, visibility over the bow is good at all speeds.  
 
Bill Gage Jr will be speaking more about this project at the Sat-
urday night dinner during the Geneva Lake Boat Show. 
TRADITION 26 
Length  26 ft   
Fuel  55 gal 
Beam  8 ft 4 in  
Displacement 4481 lbs 
Draft  30 in   
Power  300 HP 

(Continued from page 1) 
Rather than a replica of one particular model, the Colemans 
chose to combine   features they liked from several models of the 
era.   Much of the hardware is original Ditchburn, some it repro-
duction, but all of the hardware, interior, wiring, accessories,  

quadrant steering and rudder 
are true to Ditchburn of the 
era.  The wood streering 
wheel is a restored wheel 
from the 1920’s, and the en-
gine is a restored Chrysler  
straight 8. 
 
This is truly a magnificent 
craft, if you want to see what 
dreams are made of, it will be 
at the Geneva Lake Boat 
Show. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
Here is a photo of Ted practicing 

his pie making skills rolling out the 
glued canvas  on the hardtop.   

Hopefully #40 will be done in time 
for Lake Ganeva. 
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 “Byrne Pile” 
Restoration of a 1953 Resorter 

By Matt Byrne 
 
It all began when I was finishing up the restoration of my 1962 19’ Century Resorter.  I had an issue with the engine that a local 
mechanic was looking into, and when I went to pick up the boat he asked if I was interested in doing another one.  My first reac-
tion was “absolutely not”!  I had just finished up an arduous 4 year project and was ready to enjoy using a boat rather than work-
ing on one.  The mechanic continued on and said that his brother had a Century wooden boat, wasn’t sure what model, and he 
was going to burn the hull in the near future. He went on to say that, if I wanted it, his brother would give it to me for free.  This 
got my attention.  “You should at least go look at it” he said.  I agreed and the next weekend I went to take a look. 

 
Upon arrival I found a 1953 16’ Resorter, 
stripped of all hardware, upside down on a 
burn pile with a few bottom board re-
moved.  After a little investigation I dis-
covered the following:  The guy that 
owned the boat acquired it as a bonus 
when purchasing a different boat.  The 
boat had been retrofitted with a V-8 at one 
time and this was too much power for its 
modest hull.  When the boat began leaking 
due to the extra power the owner decided 
to fiberglass the hull.  Well, the fiberglass 
only lasted a season or two and the boat 
began leaking again.  At this point the 
owner stripped the hull of the fiberglass 
and removed a couple of bottom planks. 
He discovered just how poor of shape the 
boat was in and he threw in the towel.  
The current owner attempted to sell the 
boat.  It was listed in an old issue of the 

Thoroughbred (I found the issue -  shame on you guys for not buying the boat then!).  After failing to sell and getting tired of 
paying for storage, the owner decided to destroy the hull and sell the hardware.  This is where I enter the picture.  For $300 I had 
an old trailer from the guy storing the boat, some hardware and a major 
project on my hands.  After taking inventory I found that I was missing 
the steering wheel, windshield brackets, rub rail, and an engine.  It was 
time to start searching eBay on a regular basis. 
 
A couple weeks later I went back out to the burn pile, put the boat on a 
trailer, and the owner of the land agreed to store the boat for me until 
spring.  In the spring of 2002 I brought the boat home and began the 
work.  This boat was in the worst shape possible.  It was like a big piece 
of jello, very loose.  After a lot of bracing I flipped it over and began re-
moving the bottom.  I was amazed at how many screws, bolts, and frames 
were broken.  And, yes, the keel was broken from the over powering of 
the V-8.  All the broken material made it difficult to even use some pieces 
at patterns.  It’s funny, whenever I show someone a project like this they 
say “how do you know how to do this?”.  I say, “It’s easy!  You just take  
a piece off, make a new one, and then put it back on”.  This is what I did 
for the next 4 years until the boat was completely reframed and re-planked.  
The only original wood is the 2 engine stringers and the back seat bottom.  
Everything else is new wood.  Finally, in summer of  2006, I was done 
with woodworking for the hull and began applying the finish.  After hours 
of sanding, some above normal temps, and many coats of varnish, the hull 
had a shiny finish by the end of 2006.  Since then I’ve installed chrome 
hardware, plumbed the gas tank and ran the electrical.   My target date to 
finish was May 19, 2007, for a boat show in Muscatine, Ia.  I met that 

(Continued on page 15) 
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 More Mchenry Boat Show Photo’s 



The Smoke Signal PAGE  13 

 Fathers Day Cruise Photo’s 
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deadline just in the nick of time.  The boat hit the water for the first time the day before the show, it made its debut with no issues, and it 
hasn't seen the water since.  We do plan to hit a few boat shows this fall, including the Geneva Lakes Boat Show in September.  I decided 
to name the boat “Byrne Pile”,  a play on where I found the boat and my last name. 
 
Lessons learned:  1) When picking a restoration project, find a boat that is complete.  Missing parts can be hard to find and are usually 
expensive.  2) A little experience is sometimes a bad thing.  This is the second boat I’ve restored so I figured I knew what I was doing...I 
may have rushed a few things.  This rushing came back to haunt me later.  3) No matter how long you think something will take to do, 
double it!  4) Try to stay motivated.  There was a period in my restoration where I didn’t do any work for almost a year.  I always find 
that visiting a boat show or two will help get me ready to tackle the next problem.  4) Have fun.  Don’t make working of the boat a chore 
or you will never finish. 

 
 

(Continued from page 10) 
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classified corner FOR SALE 

 Blackhawk Smoke Signal Advertising Policy 
Individual Blackhawk Chapter members may run a single complimentary non-commercial advertisement in any issue of the Smoke Signal. Individual advertisements will 

not be rerun unless the editor is notified prior to publication of the following issue. The editor reserves the right to edit if necessary to fit available space. 
 Commercial Advertisements 

Commercial advertisements will be run in each issue published during the course of the year unless prior arrangements are made.  Six issues per year are published. The 
following rates apply for commercial advertising, on a per year basis. Contact your editor for more information:

 
Provide all advertisements to: Andy Ievins,  2201 E Lakeshore Dr..Twin Lakes, WI 53181 Phone:262-877-3953 E-mail aievins@Charter.net 

 

FOR SALE:  1965 Chris Craft 21' Supersport, with the big 431 engine.  Ran well when it was put into storage 10 years ago.  Original and com-
plete, but has had hard use.  Needs to be restored including a new bottom.  Two axle trailer included.  $5500  Ted  847-395-8902 
FOR SALE  Engine cores for rebuilding:Chris-Craft A-120  $25,000, Chris-Craft  ML's  $2500pr, Chris-Craft ML  $1500, Chrysler EM (parts) 
$2000, Gray 280 (Buick 401) $1200, Kermath Sea-Queens $2000pr Jim Staib (815) 344-9663 www.finewoodboats.com  
FOR SALE 1968 Century Coronado-well kept-original upholstery-429 cu. in. 300 hp Ford – Rebuilt in 2003. $1000 stereo added in 2004. Fox 
Lake $14,900 847-207-1788 
FOR SALE 1954 20' Chris-Craft Holiday.  This boat has been completely disassembled and is literally a basket case pattern boat.  All hardware 
and MBL engine is included.  No trailer--flatbed truck would be needed to haul.  Asking $2,800.00 or trade for another boat.  Bob Faetz  (630) 
963-7631. (01.06) 
FOR SALE 6 ribbed rubber step pads. 2 1/2 X 7 3/4" in black or white.$15 Pre-War Chris-Craft Algonac pads 5X11" $22.50 also lots of 6cyl 
rebuild parts. Jim Staib (815) 344-9663 Jim Staib www.finewoodboats.com All parts subject to prior sales (01.02.05) 

FOR SALE 1936 Dunphy motor-rowboat in restored condition. It has the original Dunphy decal on the rear side Asking $1200.00 
including matching oars and trailer. Jerry & Gail Miers 630-231-0174 (10/05) 

FOR SALE:  1962 CENTURY PALVO 15ft.  The renowned Palamino hull with a factory installed 80hp Volvo inboard outdrive.  Originally 52 
made, only 5 known to still exist.  New bottom and transom, motor and outdrive rebuilt. Ready to run. 608-723-7051 or 815-385-0454.  See phot 
in this issue on page 3 (bottom left). 

  Business card sized advertisements Quarter page Full Page 
Members $30.00 $60.00 $150.00 
Non-Members $45.00 $75.00 $150.00 



 BLACKHAWK CHAPTER-ACBS 

The Smoke Signal 
2201 E Lakeshore Dr.. 
Twin Lakes, WI 53181 

 
 

Calendar of Events 
AUGUST 

August 25 Third Annual Pewaukee Lake Boat Show. Pewaukee Lake front, 
Village of Pewaukee hosted by Glacier Lakes Chapter.  

SEPTEMBER 

September 14-15 Second Annual Madison Area Boat Show hosted by Glacier Lakes 
Chapter.  For more information contact Mark Walters 608-224-
0815 altswoody@charter.net or Andy McCormick 608-222-0018 
andy@mccormicklumber.com  

September 26-29 Annual Meeting and International Boat Show, hosted by Adiron-
dack Chapter. Host Hotel, Fort William Henry. Call for ACBS 
group rates: (518)668-3081. 

September 29-30 Annual Geneva Lakes Antique and Classic Boat Show, At the Ab-
bey in Fontana, WI. For more info  


