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That was Then… This is Now Muscatine Boat Show  
May 15-17, 2009 

By Eric Moberg 
To say there was something for everyone at this show 
is an understatement.  The sights of all the old pleasure 
boats, new and old race boats, old cars, cycles and 
models; the sounds of the boats and cars; the smells 
from the food concessions, racing fuel and old mahog-
any; the pleasant company of all the registrants and 
visitors; and the tasty meals provided to the boaters all 
contributed to a case of sensory overload of the best 
kind. Dave Moritz and his well orchestrated crew of 
volunteers really outdid themselves. 
 
A caravan of Blackhawks left northern Illinois Friday 
morning in the rain, fought gale force crosswinds all 
day (nice parachute Ted), and dealt with road construc-
tion all in the name of weekend fun. The rain broke for 
a while early Friday evening and some of us decided to 
launch to get a jump on Saturday’s festivities. Unfortu-
nately the break was short lived and we ended up 
launching and motoring to the docks in a thunderstorm. 
Host Dave Moritz and a couple brave Century Boat 
Club members humored us and helped out. Hopefully 
there are no pictures of those Disney rain ponchos. 
 
After a return to the hotel for dry clothes, it was back to 
the Riverfront for registration, which was a breeze due 
to the efforts of Pam Moritz and her crew. Then on to 
the hog roast hosted by the Muscatine Power Boat As-

(Continued on page 5) 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Good morning fellow Blackhawk members. Could it be 
summer is starting the day after our Club's Chicago 
River Cruise? The sun's out, brave boaters are on Lake 
Michigan and the temperature is resting just above 
seventy. That was not the condition yesterday.  We 
arrived at our launch site with rain that didn't seem to 
want to let up. A hardy bunch are the river cruise boat-
ers; we came this far, let's go.  This is a real test of 
even the best of helmsman, stuff roaming around the 
river you can't see through the rain. It seems like eve-
ryone is a candidate for the Oopps Award, except for 
me. I won that award once for my mishaps on the Chi-
cago River. I figured for  sure I'd win again, so I de-
cided not to put my boat in, "What Fun", which would 
of been no fun at all! At the last moment, I hooked-up 
with a nice boat with covered top. 
 
All that aside, seeing Chicago from the canyon of the 
river is just about the only way to get the true magnifi-
cence of the city. Even leading up to Loop going 
though industrial Chicago makes you think what life 
must have been like in generations passed. Was there 
an engineering competition for all the great bridges? 
How about reversing the flow of the river? Then pass-
ing by a scrape metal yard with piles of metal neatly 
arranged for reprocessing. Where does it all go? A con-
crete yard for building the new Chicago? Then I could-
n't help but think of the great Studs Terkel who spent 
a life time examining this side of the city. 
 
At the end of day, one of the more senior members 
(age, that is, just like me) came up and said, "boat 
shows are fine, but given a nice day, this is a real 
learning experience. I wish we had more of these 
trips". We should be bringing our younger friends and 
students on these trips, get a Chicago historian and 
have a day of school with boating.  
 
I would like to thank our friends from the Glacier Lakes 
Chapter for their journey to our fair city and their sup-
port of this event. My intention was to have everyone 
sign the sign-up sheet, but hard to do in the rain so I 
hope I didn't forget any one, but here's the list I have 
of people who made the trip. 
 
Jame Brome and Judith Davis 
Don and Dorothy Emigholz 
Victor Elting 
Ted and Cindy Cartner 
George Harnish and guest 
Dean Morris and his wife 
Sean and Patti Patrick 
 Bob and Rose Marie Zadek (welcome new member) 
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George Plamondon 
Don and Mary Schwister 
Ken and Gerda Bourgeois 
Tom and Diane Forecki 
Bob and Ann Kuntzch 
Chuck Kelly and his wife 
Steve Miller 
 
Good boating, have great summer and let's all get 
our registrations in early for our September boat 
show!  
 
Best Regards,  
George Plamondon 
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The 25th. Annual Antique & Classic 
in water Wooden Boat Show is back 

on at FAMOUS FREDDIE’S 
 

Saturday July 18 2009 
 
 

FOOD, DRINKS, & MUSIC WILL BE AVAILABLE 
 

Unfortunately due to a major fire at Joey T’s, we cannot have the Show at that 
location. 

However we are having it at one of our former show sites, now “Famous 
Freddies” on Pistakee Lake.  510 Park Ave, Fox Lake  

 

Same times, same date, set up time is 8:00 – 9:00 
Show is from 10:00 to 2:00    $10.00 entry fee 

 
There is no launch ramp at Freddie’s,  

but you could launch at any of the other Marinas around the Lake. 
 

Name:   

Address:   Phone:   

City:   State:   Zip:   

Mfg Boat:   Model:   

Year:   Length:   

Mfg Engine:   Hp:   

For more info:   Ron Van Horn-708-347-8951 
or 

Ted Cartner-847-395-8902 

Send to:  Ted Cartner 
PO Box 683 
Antioch IL 60002 
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 sociation, which provided a great opportunity to meet up 
with old friends and make new ones. 
 
Many of the boaters, representing Blackhawk, Glacier 
Lakes, MPBA and Century Boat Club closed out the night 
(and Sat night too) at the Holiday Inn Bar. 
 
Saturday morning found the Friday  launchers drying down 
their soggy boats, while the more sane ones launched in the 
bright sun on Saturday morning. Even so, the strong wind 
and stronger currents at the ramp made this less than a cake 
walk.  
 
There were plenty of exercise opportunities if you wanted 
to see it all. The festivities took up most of the Riverfront 
Park, with the in-water woodies (and classic glass) at the 
far north end. Walking south from there were the on-land 
boat displays, swap meet and vendors, food concessions, 
race boat displays, and race boat pits. When the race boats 
were off the course, the pits were opened to the public and 
the drivers were on hand to sign autographs for fans. Fur-
ther down were the car show, motorcycle show, model dis-
plays and more. Several times over the weekend a nitro 
fueled dragster was fired up to add to the auditory stimulus. 
There was also a record breaking semi tractor on hand. 
 
The race course was a 1.5 mile oval right off shore from the 
park, and at times it seemed the racers might actually come 
ashore, the action was so close. Saturday’s test and tune 
sessions were a little sparse as some of the racers may have 
been concerned with the very strong crosswind blowing all 
day. Even so the action was terrific and the sound was awe-
some.  Sunday’s weather was perfect and the racers really 
turned it up. There are some great shots on the website at 
Muscatineboatshow.com. 
 
The cardboard boat racers took their turn in between test 
and tune sessions on Saturday. Various intrepid souls 
braved the course which was shortened due to the wind. 
Even so, the end of many runs against the clock was a soak-
ing in the very chilly water.  
When the racers, both motorized and cardboard were off 
the course, the river was opened up for general boating, and 
the classic pleasure craft took full advantage of these op-
portunities. It was hard to resist the urge to take a lap or 
two around the race course, although it seemed to take for-
ever after watching the hydros cutting hot laps. I may be 
biased, but the sound was just as cool, only not as loud. 
Several groups of boats went upriver through the locks, or 
downriver to see the sights. 
 
In addition to the Friday hog roast, breakfasts and Satur-
day’s dinner were also provided to the boaters, courtesy of 
various sponsors. Saturday night the street was closed off 

(Continued from page 1) 
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for a Rock & Roll street dance and beer fest. 
 
There were about 20 classic boats in the water and another 
50 or so on land. Including all the vintage and modern race 
boats, the total was around 140 registered boats. Century 
boats made a particularly strong showing as the Century 
Boat Club tied in their annual roundup with the festivities. 
Some Century owners came from as far as Pennsylvania for 
this. 
 
An interesting side note is that the Mississippi River runs to 
the West at Muscatine, and the sunsets are renowned. Un-
fortunately, we did not see one. We did however, see the 
Muscatine bridge all lit up at night, the only bridge in the 
US with lights that change colors, provided by a local com-
pany. 
 

(Continued from page 5) 

Vintage Engine Repairs 
  

Chris Craft   Century   Graymarine   Chrysler 
  

Carbs,  Fuel & Water Pumps,  Distributors 
Starters, Generators, 6 to 12 volt conversions, etc 

 
   Ted Cartner 
   PO Box 683 
  Antioch IL 60002-0683                           847-395-8902 
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When Only the Best Will Do 

Celebrating 27 years 
 

73First-Place Winners to Date 
Antique & Classic Boat Restoration-Complete or Partial 

Trailer – Upholstery & Covers 

Thor of Oslo 
1958 30’ Norwegian Cruiser 

Built by Lange Custom Woodworking, Inc 
Beginning with an empty hull, no cabin top, 
hardware, mechanics, etc. starting only with 
a photograph to reproduce our customer’s, 
grandfather’s boat. 

262.249.0576 p 262.249.0449 f 
6035 East Highway 50 
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 
6035 E. Hwy 50, Lake Geneva (3 miles East of Rte 12) 
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classified corner FOR SALE

 Blackhawk Smoke Signal Advertising Policy 
Individual Blackhawk Chapter members may run a single complimentary non-commercial advertisement in any issue of the Smoke Signal. Individual advertisements will 

not be rerun unless the editor is notified prior to publication of the following issue. The editor reserves the right to edit if necessary to fit available space. 
 Commercial Advertisements 

Commercial advertisements will be run in each issue published during the course of the year unless prior arrangements are made.  Six issues per year are published. The 
following rates apply for commercial advertising, on a per year basis. Contact your editor for more information:

 
Provide all advertisements to: Andy Ievins,  2201 E Lakeshore Dr..Twin Lakes, WI 53181 Phone:262-877-3953 E-mail aievins@Charter.net 

FOR SALE: 1955 20' Chris Craft Continental KLC-125 H.P. Bottom and varnish in god shape, newer upholstery, custom cover, 
convertible top, runs and floats great, single axel trailer $25,000 Ron 708-442-9753 IL 
FOR SALE: 1959 Chris Craft 17' Ski Boat  Stock 283 V8 Engine-185hp; Custom Water Line Cover; Custom Trailer   Award 
winning-Ready to show!  Contact Bob  847-949-5011 or rbrehmer@sbcglobal.net   $22,000 
FOR SALE: 1956 Chris Craft Cavalier, 16 feet, 60 hp engine, plywood hull.  Refinished by owner, re-chromed, trailer. Great 
shape, runs well.  West Bend Wisconsin.  Asking $8,000.  Call Bill at 262-644-6087 or 847-420-4031. 
FOR SALE:  1947 Chris Craft 16' Rocket Atomic Blue, 92HP, Chrysler Marine Engine, Completely Restored in 2001-2 Trailer, 
cover, $17,000 Tom  920-725-1334 
FOR SALE:  Pair 30' Fiberglass Beaumier canoes -$1500PR Photos @ www.finewoodboats.com/Canoes.htm  
Call Jim 815 344-9663 
FOR SALE:  1962 CENTURY PALVO 15ft.  The renowned Palamino hull with a factory installed 80hp Volvo inboard outdrive.  Originally 
52 made, only 5 known to still exist.  New bottom and transom, motor and outdrive rebuilt. Ready to run. 608-723-7051 or 815-385-0454. 

  Business card sized advertisements Quarter page Full Page 
Members $30.00 $60.00 $150.00 
Non-Members $45.00 $75.00 $150.00 



 BLACKHAWK CHAPTER-ACBS 

The Smoke Signal 
2201 E Lakeshore Dr.. 
Twin Lakes, WI 53181 

 
 

Calendar of Events 
 
July   18        25th Annual McHenry Boat Show  
 
July 24-26  18th Annual Minocqua Boat Show  
 
August 8  4th Annual Madison Area, Antique & Classic Boat Show  
 
August 22  5th Annual Pewaukee Lake Boat Show  
 
Sept  24-26    ACBS International Boat Show, Muskoka  
 
Sept  25-27     Geneva Lakes Boat Show 
 
 


