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Sunnyland Chapter Annual Boat Show 
By Matt Byrne 

As a Christmas gift this year,  my wife surprised me and my 
dad with a trip to the Sunnyland Chapter’s annual boat show 
on Mt Dora Lake, Florida.  What a great surprise!  Originally 
we were just going to fly down for the weekend to take in the 
sites.  However, as the date approached, I thought to myself, 
“If I’m going all the way to Florida for a boat show it sure 
would be nice to take a boat!”.  I discussing this proposition 
with my dad he was all for it.  So, in about the middle of 
March, I pulled my boat out of storage and prepared it for the 
long trip to Florida. 
 
We pulled out of Aurora at 5:30 Thursday morning and 
pulled into the show around 2:30 on Friday afternoon after 
stopping south of Atlanta for the night.  As we arrived at the 
show we were greeted by the friendly Sunnyland Chapter 

(Continued on page 3) 

SPOTLIGHT ON A MEMBER 
 
This issue’s spotlight is on one of our youngest members, 
Andrew Vogeler.  Andrew is a young man that got inter-
ested in wooden boats and rebuilt a 1950 Milo Craft 
Valkryre.  At last year’s Geneva Lake Show 2008, his 
Valkryre  won 1st place for the Best Outboard.  During the 
weekend, he attended Friday nights’ dinner at the Larkin’s 
and fell in love with his next project boat.  A 17’ Century 
Resorter and thanks to the generous support of Larry 

Larkin, is now the proud new owner. 
After removing the dead raccoon, mice, misc. skulls, wasp 
nests, etc., Andrew has now begun restoration of the Cen-
tury.  As the project has begun, there was some concern 
over the engine.  Another engine was located and Ted 
Cartner and Andy Ievins went on an exciting road trip to 
bring the engine back.  Between the two engines, one com-
plete engine has been assembled and awaits additional 
repair, paint, and installation. 
 
The club as part of its Youth Development wishes Andrew 
lots of success in his new restoration project.  May An-
drew have good luck in finding lots of fresh mahogany, the 
patience to repair lots of loose screws, and have few sliv-
ers.  Thanks go 
out again to 
Larry’s, Ted’s 
and Andy’s sup-
port of the Youth 
Development of 
the Blackhawk 
Chapter. 
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President George Plamondon 
312-787-7455 
georgeplamondon@hotmail.com 

Vice President Al Bosworth 
630-832-4481 
abosworth@hirenelson.com 

Secretary Matt Byrne 
630-236-7214 
mattbyrne@mrbetch.com 

Treasurer Ted Cartner 
847-395-8902 
chrysalis40@att.net  

Directors   
(Past President) Andy Ievins 

262-448-1214 
aievins@charter.net 

(2009 term) Larry Lange 
262-249-0576 
lange@genvaonline.com 
Charles Coleman 
ccolman@sanjamar.com 

(Director at Large) Jim Brome  
815-344-3104  
 

Boat Show Chairmen Al Bosworth 
630-832-4481 
albos@home.com 
Larry Lange 
262-249-0576 
lange@genvaonline.com 

Safety Officer Gary Braker 
847-587-7781 
dr.norot@ix.netcom.com 

Youth Development Ted Cartner 
847-395-8902 

Membership Chairman Pete Brainard 
847-441-7369 

Web Master Matt Byrne 
630-236-7214 
mattbyrne@mrbtech.com 

Newsletter Editor Andy Ievins 
262-448-1214 
aievins@charter.net 

(2010 term) James Wilkin 
312-951-8680 
Don Taylor 
630-632-9797 

Visit the web site at  
www.blackhawkacbs.com 

Please send any info, comments or suggestions to: 
mattbyrne@mrbtech.com 

Or, contact Matt Byrne directly at : 
 630-236-7214(home) or 630-802-2698(mobile)  

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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 volunteers.  I must say, this is a very well run show.  I found out later in the weekend that they have over 200 volunteers 
that work at the show.  No wonder it’s such a success! 
 
After we launched the boat we took a boat ride.  It was recommended that we cruise through the Lake Dora canal to 
Eustis Lake.  Wow, what a scenic ride.  The canal is about a 20 minute ride through a wooded area with lots of wildlife.  
We didn’t see any gators but we were told that they are around. 
 
After the boat ride we took a look at the many boats and vendors.  We didn’t get to the all of them but we had to save 
something for the rest of the weekend.  Friday evening there was a cocktail dinner and hors d'oeuvre at the Lake Side 
Inn in Mt Dora. 
 
The weather on Saturday was warm but it was very windy - so 
windy that very few boats left the dock.  We spent most of the day 
wandering around looking at all the boat and vendor displays.  We 
saw antique outboard motors, kit boats, amphicars, canoes, antique 
cars, and race boats.  To give the show a modern touch, some of the 
show organizers were tooling around on Segways.   I was not the 
only Blackhawk member attending the show.  I ran into George Pla-
mondon, Jim Wilkins, Ron and Mary Kamin and Jim Stiab.  Chris 
Smith, grandson of the founder of Chris Craft, attended the show 
with his Chris Craft Rocket and had a nice covered trailer to tow it 
in. 
 
This year’s featured boat was the Riva, so there were several Riva boats present and all were crowd pleasers.  On Satur-
day evening’s dinner the Sunnyland Chapter presented Riva Historical Society with a painting.  The guys from Riva 
Historical Society came all the way from Italy for the show and some of them didn’t speak English so a translator was 
necessary.  It’s funny how a silly wooden boat will cause a person to travel half way around the globe just to share his 
passion.  The one event I did miss was the Riva/Chris Craft reception on Thursday evening sponsored by the Chris 
Craft Club.  The reception was held as a “celebration of friendship between its members and those of the Riva Histori-

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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2009 Geneva Lakes Boat Show 
 
The GLBS committee is hard at work planning this year’s Geneva Lakes Boat 
Show.  The show will return to a two day show with some type of boating activity 
on Friday (to be announced, but sure to impress).  The show will again be held at 
The Abbey Resort in Fontana, WI.  Mark you calendar for  September 25-27 and  
look for details and a registration form in the next issue of the Smoke Signal.  Or, 
visit our website at www.GenevaLakesBoatShow.com. 

cal Society”.  Over 500 people attended. 
 
The weather on Sunday was not good.  It rained on and off until 10:00 am.  We took one more quick boat ride before taking 
the boat out of the water and starting our trip home.  As luck would have it, the sun came out as soon as we left and it was a 
perfect day.  The trip home was uneventful except for one flat tire on the trailer, but we were prepared so it didn’t set us back 
too much. 
 
All and all, it was a great weekend.  If you ever get a chance, I would strongly suggest visiting this show.  It is well organized 
and well attended.  Next year’s featured boat is the Century Boat Company.  If you would like to see all the pictures I took, 
visit the web site and look under the photo gallery.  

(Continued from page 3) 
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 CHICAGO RIVER CRUISE 
 

SATURDAY JUNE 13 at 10:30  
 

This year we thought we would try something a bit different from our traditional Fathers Day Cruise.  We are 
going to cruise the Chicago River through beautiful downtown Chicago.  The launch ramp is at 31st. & West-
ern Ave.  Launch fee and parking is $22.  We would like to get underway by 10:30 so get there in time to 
launch and park your trailers and be ready by 10:30.  We will be stopping at a restaurant (to be announced 
later) to order lunch off the menu.  Make sure your boat is fueled up for the day as you might want to explore 
downtown by water for the rest of the day. 
 
Directions:  From the Eisenhower Expressway, exit Western Ave southbound,  turn Right (west) off of West-
ern at 33rd St., go back north two blocks to 31st. St. 
 
Pay your launch fee and lunch bill directly to the Ramp people and restaurant. 
 
Please let us know if you are bringing a boat and how many people so we can arrange for the restaurant. 
 
For more information: 
  George Plamondon at 312-505-5455 
                        Email   georgeplamondon@hotmail.com  
 
 

 
NAME ______________________________________________________ 
 
BOAT ______________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE _____________________________________________________ 
 
NUMBER OR PEOPLE _______________________________________ 
 
 
 
Send to:   George Plamondon 
        800 N Michigan Ave #3601 
                 Chicago, IL 60611 
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FOOD, DRINK & MUSIC WILL BE AVAILABLE. 
Schedule of Events: 

 �
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
 

NAME:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY;_____________________STATE_________ZIP_________EMAIL______________________ 
 
TELEPHONE: (day)_____________________(eve)____________________fax__________________ 
 
MFG OF BOAT_____________________________MFG OF ENGINE_________________________ 
 
HP______ MODEL__________________ YEAR________ LENGTH_______ BEAM________ 
 
��Yes, I wish to register my in water ______ Boat/Boats @ $15.00 = $_______.  
��On land space for sell, swap and trade after July 4 Boat or Booth @ $20.00 = $_______.  
��Yes, I wish on land space for sell, swap, or boat (don’t float ETC.) @ $15.00 each = $_______. 
��To register my in water ______ Boat/Boats AFTER July 4 @  $20.00 each  =  $_______. 
��On land space for sell, swap and trade AFTER July 4 Boat or Booth @ $20.00 each = $_______.  
��I will need a Waterway Sticker In advance only $10.00= $________  

 
CHECK AMOUNT ENCLOSED COME JOIN THE FUN RAIN OR SHINE NON REFUNDABLE  

Mail to :  
Tom Wagner  
C/O Fox River Valley Boat Company   
1312 Riverside Drive McHenry, IL 60050 
Phone 815-385-0454 

 

Blackhawk Chapter ACBS 
presents 

25th ANNUAL ANTIQUE 
AND CLASSIC  
– IN WATER -   

WOODEN BOAT SHOW 

Saturday, July 18 2009 

 
  

  

Location: 

JOEY T’S on 

The Fox, McHenry IL 
NEXT TO MILLERS DREAM MARINE 

ADVANCE REGISTRATION $15.00 
REGISTRATION MUST BE RECEIVED BY JULY, 

4TH 2009 
$20.00 IF POSTMARKED AFTER JULY 4TH 

TILL DAY OF SHOW 

6 TROPHY CLASSES WILL BE AWARDED: 
• BEST RUNABOUT 
• BEST UTILITY 
• BEST OUTBOARD 
• BEST CENTURY 
• SKIPPERS CUP 
• SPECTATORS CHOICE 

LAUNCH / SET UP- TIME 7:00A.M -9.30 A.M 

VIEWING 10:00A.M –2:00 P.M 

TROPHIES 2:00 P.M 
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Vintage Engine Repairs 
  

Chris Craft   Century   Graymarine   Chrysler 
  

Carbs,  Fuel & Water Pumps,  Distributors 
Starters, Generators, 6 to 12 volt conversions, etc 

 
   Ted Cartner 
   PO Box 683 
  Antioch IL 60002-0683                           847-395-8902 

Muscatine Boat Show 
 
The 3rd annual “That was then This is Now” Muscatine boat show is coming up on may 12-17.   
 
Visit www.muscatineboatshow.com for event details, registration information, gallery of boats to attend, reduced room rates 
for all participants, maps, etc.   Registration is free!   
 
This year the National Century Boat Club will have their 2009 National Century "Round-Up" Annual Boat Show as part of 
this event.  
 
If you have any questions contact Dave Moritz at 563-260-1970 or e-mail him at moritzdavid@stanleygroup.com  
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classified corner FOR SALE

 Bl
ackhawk Smoke Signal Advertising Policy 

Individual Blackhawk Chapter members may run a single complimentary non-commercial advertisement in any issue of the Smoke Signal. Individual advertisements will 
not be rerun unless the editor is notified prior to publication of the following issue. The editor reserves the right to edit if necessary to fit available space. 

 Commercial Advertisements 
Commercial advertisements will be run in each issue published during the course of the year unless prior arrangements are made.  Six issues per year are published. The 

following rates apply for commercial advertising, on a per year basis. Contact your editor for more information:

 
Provide all advertisements to: Andy Ievins,  2201 E Lakeshore Dr..Twin Lakes, WI 53181 Phone:262-877-3953 E-mail aievins@Charter.net 

FOR SALE: 1955 20' Chris Craft Continental KLC-125 H.P. Bottom and varnish in god shape, newer upholstery, custom cover, 
convertible top, runs and floats great, single axel trailer $25,000 Ron 708-442-9753 IL 
FOR SALE: 1959 Chris Craft 17' Ski Boat  Stock 283 V8 Engine-185hp; Custom Water Line Cover; Custom Trailer   Award 
winning-Ready to show!  Contact Bob  847-949-5011 or rbrehmer@sbcglobal.net   $22,000 
FOR SALE: 1956 Chris Craft Cavalier, 16 feet, 60 hp engine, plywood hull.  Refinished by owner, re-chromed, trailer. Great 
shape, runs well.  West Bend Wisconsin.  Asking $6,000.  Call Bill at 262-644-6087 or 847-420-4031. 
FOR SALE:  1947 Chris Craft 16' Rocket Atomic Blue, 92HP, Chrysler Marine Engine, Completely Restored in 2001-2 Trailer, 
cover, $17,000 Tom  920-725-1334 
FOR SALE:  1962 CENTURY PALVO 15ft.  The renowned Palamino hull with a factory installed 80hp Volvo inboard outdrive.  Originally 
52 made, only 5 known to still exist.  New bottom and transom, motor and outdrive rebuilt. Ready to run. 608-723-7051 or 815-385-0454. 

FOR SALE:  1976  26' Skiffcraft  X-260 Cabin,  233 hp i/o, stove, sink, ref, enclosed standup head, shore power.  custom full 
rear canvas zip up screens  & windows. asking $12000 obo  always stored inside, currently at Dubuque yacht basin   Bob Peter-
son  815 776 9332 bobp60@hotmail.com 

  Business card sized advertisements Quarter page Full Page 
Members $30.00 $60.00 $150.00 
Non-Members $45.00 $75.00 $150.00 



 BLACKHAWK CHAPTER-ACBS 

The Smoke Signal 
2201 E Lakeshore Dr.. 
Twin Lakes, WI 53181 

 
 

Calendar of Events 
 
May 16   Muscatine Boat Show 
 
June 13         Chicago River Trip   
 
July   18        McHenry Boat Show  
 
Sept  24-26    ACBS International Boat Show, Muskoka  
 
Sept  25-27     Geneva Lakes Boat Show 


