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Special Request for Blackhawk Members! 
Please verify that the ACBS National office has your 
correct mail/email address on file. Our webmaster is 
getting a lot of emails coming back as undeliverable 
when we send out email blasts of updated information 
or important messages between newsletters, & some 
newsletters are delayed/returned due to old addresses.  
CONTACT ACBS MAIN HEADQUARTERS:  To up-
date your email, postal addresses or phone numbers, 
Contact ACBS by email hqs@acbs.org or by phone at 
315-686-2628 or Fax 315-686-2680 . Thank you ☺ 

Story and more photos of  
this fun 4-Day Event inside! 
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To view the Smoke Signal in color,  
and/or to view any past issues, go to  

www.Blackhawkacbs.com  
Click on the Smoke Signal tab, click on any issue 

This past weekend we participated at the Chicago In-Water Boat 
Show promoted by the National Marine Manufacturers Associa-
tion at the 31st Street Harbor.  Our group was represented by 12 
boats and many other members that came to the event to see the 
show. The weather varied for the four day run of the show but 
Sunday, Father’s Day, was fantastic.  The show management put 
us in a great location along the main walkway.  Normally at a 
show like this the boats come in for the show and sit for the dura-
tion of the event.  With our display, boats were constantly moving 
in and around the harbor and out on the lake.  Our captains were 
offering rides to show VIP’s, attendees, friends and family.  I re-
ceived many compliments on our display and also the opportunity 
to see and hear the boats moving about the harbor.  On Saturday 
evening we had 32 members and guests at the Chicago Yacht Club 
dinner.  The weather cleared and we enjoyed a beautiful evening 
and a picturesque view of the Chicago harbor and skyline.  I would 
like to thank each and every member that participated in the show.  
Your dedication to the Blackhawk Chapter is greatly appreciated. 
 
Our next event is the Chain O’Lakes Show on Saturday July 20th 
at Famous Freddie’s on Pistakee Lake.  The show runs from 9:00 
AM to 2:00 PM with an awards presentation at 1:30 PM.  A barbe-
que buffet will follow at 2:00 PM.  This is always a fun event and 
attracts a wide variety of antique and classic boats from the area.  
More details and registration for this event can be found on page 
10 of this edition of the Smoke Signal. 
 
Registration for the 2013 Geneva Lake Antique and Classic Boat 
Show is also open.  New this year is the ability to register and pay 
fees online.  Online registration is preferred.  As in past years, we 
are publishing a show directory that will include information and a 
picture of your boat.  The online registration will allow you to 
easily upload an image of your boat to include in the directory.  
More information can be found on pages 4-7 in this edition of the 
Smoke Signal. 
As always watch your email or snail mail for the latest Blackhawk 
updates.  Regularly check the Blackhawk web site at 
www.blackhawkacbs.com for the latest information on club events 
and meetings.  I look forward to seeing you all out on the water at 
our 2013 cruises, shows and events. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Mark Svoboda 
 

 
Fellow Blackhawk Members: 
 
The 2013 boating season has 
arrived!  Mother Nature is 
finally cooperating and we can 
get out on the lakes and enjoy 
our boats.  With a number of 
events now in our wake we 
will be focusing our efforts on 
making our premier shows a 
success. 



The Smoke Signal PAGE  3 

 

The Chapter has had picnics on the lower Fox River, cruises to Port Edwards, and boat shows in McHenry and Fox Lake.  When was the last 

time we had an event on the upper Chain O’ Lakes?  Well here is your chance to explore the upper Chain, we are planning a Rendezvous August 24
th

.  

It will be an informal casual event on Channel Lake, Lake Marie, Lake Catherine (cleanest lake on the Chain), Spring Lake (where’s that?), Bluff Lake 

etc.  Some of the places you could visit are Steitz’s Resort (climb the aerobic stairway), or historic Webb’s Marina (say “Hi” to Frank & Nancy) where 

you can still buy gauges for a 1950 Chris Craft.  
 

We are planning a boating scavenger hunt around the Lakes where boat teams will be asked to answer questions such as: “How many sunken jet 

skis are visible at the Gunk Hole Resort” or “How high is the flood high water mark at Webb’s Marina”. There will be BIG prizes for the winners. (as 

in sunken jet skis) 
 

There are places where we can meet for lunch and, weather permitting, meet in the afternoon at the Lake Catherine sand bar for a swim. 
 

There is no charge, but if you want to participate in the scavenger hunt let us know where to send the Questions.  We can US Mail or EMAIL to you a 

day or two before the event. 

Call or Send your request to:  Ted Cartner at 847-395-8902 or Chrysalis40@att.net  

Hot Fun in the Summertime! 

Upper Chain O’ Lakes 

RENDEZVOUS!
AUGUST 24th  

Chicago In-Water Boat Show 
By Ted Cartner 

Photos by several members on pages 8 and 9 

The in-water boat show at the new 31st Street Marina was certainly a different venue than our typical ACBS show.  There were venders 
selling everything from $2,000,000 yachts to jars of pickles.  For $43,000 you could buy the new aqua-ATV, similar to the classic 
AquaCar but a combo Jet ski/ATV.  One of the more interesting new gadgets was a Flyboard, a kit that attaches to a Jet Ski, diverts the 
water through a 6” diameter 50’ long hose to a small platform that you attach to your feet.  The water exits through two jets under the 
platform thrusting the rider up into the air.  On pages 1, 8 and 9 you can see photos of them, as well as the aqua ATV and some other 
fun water toys that were available at “Try-it Cove”, right there in the harbor next to where our boats were docked. 
 

The weather varied quite a bit over the 5 days of the show.   Set up Wednesday was hot, humid, & very windy.  Thursday was cool, dry, 
but still windy.  Lake waves were 7-9 feet!  Friday was sunny with moderate temps, but the morning cruise & parade were cancelled as 
the waves were still breaking over the seawall.  On Saturday it rained on and off all day.  The weather on Sunday turned out to be near 
perfect, with a good crowd attending the show.  Lake Michigan on Sunday morning was dead calm, which gave us a chance to burn 
some gas in our boats while enjoying the Chicago skyline. 
 

Of course the main attraction were the A.&C.B.s on display from the Blackhawk Chapter.  We showed a variety of boats from the ca-
noes and 17’ Youth Project outboard to a beautiful 28’ 1932 Garwood with a V12 Scripps.  The “came the furthest by water” award 
goes to the Rodecks, who drove their Streblow “RODAN” down Lake Michigan to the show from Kenosha. 
 

Sensing a need to attract more attention to the Blackhawk tent, George Plamondon took his rare 1960s BMW AQUACYCLE out of 
storage and drove it to the tent & put it on display.  Most don’t know the history of this rare, one of a kind, motorcycle.  At first glance it 
looks like any run of the mill classic BMW with a side car.  Pinewood Studios (re. 007) asked the Bavaria Motor Werks to create a spe-
cial bike which had a side car that would detach when it hit the water, the motorcycle would fall away and the side car would then be a 
crude sort of Jet ski.  But the scene never made it to the final cut as when filming, the sidecar suddenly submarined and almost drown 
the stuntman.  George declined to demonstrate. 
 

The dinner Saturday evening at the Chicago Yacht Club was indeed a special venue.  The view from the second floor dinning room 
overlooking the Harbor was spectacular. 
 

By Sunday afternoon most were tired after 4-5 days.  To avoid the rush and gridlock at the 31st Street Marina ramp after the Show, there 
was a parade of mahogany to Burnham Harbor by water to ramp out the boats.  This worked out well as the trailers were already stored 
at Burnham. 
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Step back in time aboard three magnificent lake launches for the ever popular Friday Estate Tour on beautiful Lake 

Geneva!  Whether you’ve taken the tours before, or you’ve never gone, this year’s tour promises to be one you surely 

do not want to miss out on.  Along with cruising in the launches, we will be visiting three new estates this year, those 

belonging to John and Michelle Simms, Brent and Sharon Brodeski and Bob and Rita Obrien; plus lunch at the Lake 

Geneva Country Club.  Friday afternoon is yours to do as you wish, whether it is taking your boat out on the lake, 

spending time in the spa or pool, or just hanging out with old friends or making new ones.  
 

Friday night’s Welcome Reception Dinner is returning to the home of gracious hosts, Larry and Sue Larkin.  Events 

there have always been fun and delicious, and I’m sure this year’s dinner will be sure to please all of us once again.  

You can arrive there by boat or car, and enjoy the meal out on the lakeside lawn, and feel free to look inside the Lark’s 

Nest at their many fascinating collections.   
 

The two-day boat show in the Abbey Harbor on Saturday and Sunday features over 100 boats of all makes and mod-

els, some old favorites, and many new arrivals each year.  Besides the Captain’s Choice voting for boats in multiple 

categories, the Youth Judges will be voting also.  There is always a constant stream of spectators in awe as they stroll 

the docks, admiring the boats and talking them up with boat owners.  The Abbey grounds come alive, also, for two 

days of music, plus art vendors, the  Blackhawk tent with Show posters, shirts, and memorabilia, with both food and 

beverages available outside or inside.  Crowd favorites of “Start your Engines” and the Boat Parade on Saturday will 

again be a part of this wonderful show.  The Awards dinner on Saturday night returns to the Harbor Ballroom overlook-

ing the harbor and grounds filled with those magnificent woodies, classic boats, canoes and ice boats.  The boat show 

concludes Sunday afternoon by the tent with the People’s Choice Award presentation and the raffle drawing winners .   
 

More details can be found on page 7 and sign up for the estate tours, boat show and dinners are available on pages 5 

and 6, as well as on the website. Sign up early to ensure that you are not left out; space is limited for all events at this 

show.  Take advantage of the new online registration, where you can sign up using your credit card, and book your 

room directly with the Abbey Resort now (hotel room availability is going fast!)   
 

Obviously, it takes a lot of people to bring this kind of event to fruition, AND to take it all apart at the end of the show.  

Please contact John Barrett at 630-584-3107 or johneeb@ameritech.net to volunteer for the many varied positions 

that need to be filled to enhance the show and your enjoyment of it!   
 

For Show Registration and Hotel: Go to www.Blackhawkacbs.com, Click on Events, then select 

Geneva Lakes Boat Show, Registration (print form to mail in, or register online).  There is also a 

link for the Abbey Resort to make hotel reservations online or call the Abbey at 262-275-9000. 

SEPTEMBER 27-29,  2013 
 
 
 

    Estate Tours Friday 
   Boat Show Saturday  
           and Sunday 
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ALL HANDS ON DECK 

Ahoy Blackhawk Members!  This is a shout out to  

any and all to lend a helping hand at some of our upcom-

ing boat shows and events.  If you are interested in volun-

teering your time and energy please contact Mark 

Svoboda at president@blackhawkacbs or 630-208-1775.  

WANTED: MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 

Effective: Nov 1, 2013  
 

Objective: Secure new members,retain those we have. 
 

Responsibilities: 

Welcome new members and send nametags 

Staff Membership Tent at events 
 

This is a turnkey operation, I’ll provide the  

information you’ll need. 
 

Contact: Cindy Cartner   847.395.8902 or  

membership@blackhawkacbs.com 

Schedule of Schedule of Schedule of Schedule of 

EventsEventsEventsEvents    

Friday, September 27, Estate Tour and LunchFriday, September 27, Estate Tour and LunchFriday, September 27, Estate Tour and LunchFriday, September 27, Estate Tour and Lunch    

This year’s cruise and house tour will visit three of the finest estates on Geneva Lake while transportation will be provided 

aboard three of the more interesting boats on the lake.  The boats will be SEA LARK, POLARIS, and the steam boat 

LOUISE.  Lunch at the Lake Geneva Country Club is included.  Tours will depart from the Abbey Harbor House in Fontana. 

Tour time is approximately 4:45 minutes.   

Friday Evening Reception Cocktails and DinnerFriday Evening Reception Cocktails and DinnerFriday Evening Reception Cocktails and DinnerFriday Evening Reception Cocktails and Dinner    

Come join us at the home of Larry and Sue Larkin.  Feel free to come by boat, there is docking space. 

Saturday, September 28 Boat Show in the Abbey HarborSaturday, September 28 Boat Show in the Abbey HarborSaturday, September 28 Boat Show in the Abbey HarborSaturday, September 28 Boat Show in the Abbey Harbor    

Registration in the Harbor House.  Boats will be on exhibit all day Saturday, beginning at 10:00 am.  Be sure you have your 

boat in the water by then, as this show always draws a lot of spectators.  Local vendors will have items on display, and the 

Blackhawk Chapter’s tent will once again offer t-shirts, posters and other items.  The annual “starting of the engines” and 

boat parade will commence at 4:00 p.m. 

Saturday Evening Awards DinnerSaturday Evening Awards DinnerSaturday Evening Awards DinnerSaturday Evening Awards Dinner    

The awards dinner will be held in the Harbor Ballroom at the Abbey Resort.  Cash bar will open at 6:00 p.m., followed by 

a dinner at 7:30, cost is $50 per person.  This is an event that you won’t want to miss as boat show awards will be pre-

sented at the dinner.  In an effort to honor the winners of the award categories and recognize the owners, you must register 

for the Saturday dinner and be in attendance in order to be qualified to win one of the show awards.  See registration form 

for the awards categories.  The People’s Choice Award will be presented on Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday, September 29, Boat Show continues in the Abbey HarborSunday, September 29, Boat Show continues in the Abbey HarborSunday, September 29, Boat Show continues in the Abbey HarborSunday, September 29, Boat Show continues in the Abbey Harbor    

Boats will be on exhibit again at 10:00 a.m.  People’s Choice award and drawing winners will be announced at the Black-

hawk tent at 2:00p.m.  Each year we have many spectators who attend the boat show on Sunday afternoon expecting to see 

a full line-up of boats on display.  Therefore, participants are asked to leave their boats in the water (and land displays in-

tact) on Sunday until 3:00 p.m. when the boat show officially ends.   
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Photos from Chicago In
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Photos from Chicago In-Water Show 
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Come Join the Fun! 
 

This one-day, casual boat show is always a laid back, fun 
day!  All classes of boats are traditionally well repre-
sented here, including classic glass, race boats, and, of 
course the runabouts, utilities, launches, plus outboards, 
(Junior Blackhawk boat included).  Registration and food 
are reasonably priced, (especially if you sign up early).  
 

The many floating docks are large and padded, perfect 
for whatever size boat you have, and they are nestled in a 
no-wake end of the bay.  (What more could you ask for?) 
Freddie’s bar and dining room are open all morning and 
afternoon, but don’t fill up — save your appetite for the 
knock out Western BBQ!   
 

By popular demand, the dinner has been moved to an 
early afternoon meal, right after the awards ceremony.  
It’s a fantastic spread of succulent pork ribs, tender and 
juicy chicken, corn on the cob, garden salad, coleslaw 
and dessert.  Sooo yummy! 
 

There will be plenty of time afterwards to head out and 
enjoy Saturday afternoon and evening out on the Chain 
O’ Lakes.  Mark your calendars now, and send in your 
registration today!   

Western BBQ Buffet at 2:00pm 
Grilled BBQ Chicken � BBQ Rib Fingers  � Corn on the Cob 

Coleslaw � Tossed Garden Salad � Baked Potatoes � Cash Bar 

 
 

$15.00 Boat entry fee (before 7/12/13,  $20 after 7/12/13) 
$16.00 per person for BBQ Buffet 

 

Set up is 8:00 to 9:00 a.m. 
There is no launch ramp at Freddie’s, you could launch at any of the other Marinas around the Lake.  

Ben Watts Marina ramp is 3 minutes by car or water 
NOTE: A Waterway Permit Sticker is required; it can be purchased at Watts Marina. 

For more info:  Ron Van Horn 708-347-8951  or  Ted Cartner  847-395-8902 
 

 NAME:_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 CITY________________________________________STATE_____________ZIP____________________ 
 
 PHONE_________________________________  MFG BOAT ___________________________________ 
 
 MODEL_________________________________  YEAR_________________LENGTH_______________ 
 
 ENGINE ________________________________   HP ______________ 

 

Send to: Ted Cartner     PO Box 683     Antioch IL 60002 
MAKE CHECKS OUT TO  “The Blackhawk Chapter” 
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Classified Corner 

  

Blackhawk Smoke Signal Advertising Policy 
Individual Blackhawk Chapter members may run a single complimentary non-commercial advertisement in any issue of the Smoke Signal. Individual advertisements will  

not be rerun unless the editor is notified prior to publication of the following issue. The editor reserves the right to edit if necessary to fit available space. 
 Provide all advertisements to: Matt Byrne at mattbyrne@mrbtech.com or Kathy Moberg at smokesignal@blackhawkacbs.com 

HELP WANTED:  Membership Chairman Effective: Nov 1, 2013 Objective: Secure new members, retain those we have. Re-
sponsibilities: Welcome new members and send nametags.  Staff Membership Tent at events. This is a turnkey operation. I’ll have 
the info you’ll need.  Contact: Cindy Cartner   847.395.8902 or membership@blackhawkacbs.com 

HELP WANTED:  Effective Oct 1, 2013 Newsletter Editor or Assistant; no experience necessary.  Computer skills a must.   
Writing, photography and graphic design or organizational skills helpful. Contact smokesignal@blackhawkacbs.com to volunteer. 

FOR SALE: Chris Craft Engines  K 100HP, KL 105HP, KLO 105HP, M 130HP, ML 145HP, MCL 175HP, also a dual carb 135HP 
Chrysler Crown.  Ted 847-395-8902 

Notice to Renew Your Watercraft Registration!  
The Department of Natural Resources DID NOT send out watercraft renewal notices this year.  

It is your responsibility to make sure that your watercraft registration is current. 

****The online Renewal system is now available as of April 30, 2013**** 

Watercraft owners are able to renew their watercraft registrations by using a touch-tone tele-

phone (1-866-867-3542) or the internet.  This service operates 24/7. 

http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/recreation/boating/Pages/RenewYourWatercraftRegistration.aspx 
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If you are interested in being 

an officer, chairman, volunteer 

or on the Board of Directors, 

contact Steve Fleming at 

dndeburring@sbcglobal.net 
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Climb on Board! 

Blackhawk ACBS Memberships 
make great gifts! 

 

Contact Cindy Cartner 
847.395.8902 

Membership@Blackhawkacbs.com 
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BLACKHAWK CHAPTER-ACBS 

The Smoke Signal 
2010 Villanova Drive 
Johnsburg, IL  60051 

2013 Event Calendar 

 Sat, July 20    29th Antique & Classic Boat Show at Freddie's, Fox Lake, IL 

Fri-Sun,  July 26-28    21st Minocqua Antique & Classic Boat Show at The Boathouse, Minocqua, WI 

Fri -Sat, Aug 2-3    Glacier Lakes 8th Annual Madison Area Antique & Classic Boat Show 

Sat, Aug 17    Glacier Lakes 9th Annual Pewaukee Lake Show & Fair at Lakefront Park 

Sat, Aug 24     Upper Chain O’Lakes Cruise Party 

Sat, Sept 14    Lower Chain O’Lakes Fall Cruise  

Fri-Sun, Sept 27-29    Geneva Lakes Antique & Classic Boat Show, The Abbey, Fontana, WI 

Sat, Oct 19    Fall Dinner  

Sept 17-23    ACBS Annual Meeting & International Boat Show, Coeur d’Alene, ID 


