The Smoke Signal

Newsletter of the "

Chapter

Lisa and Matt Byrne at ACBS
International Boat Show in
Table Rock Missouri with their
“Best of Show” (restored)
award for “Miss Lisa”

Gary Braker at the transom of “Cove Seeker” Matt & Lisa Byrne
See page 6 for details on this story Restoration of “Miss Lisa” story on Page 8

Nick Wagner restores his 1953 Wagemaker Wolveangift
for his 11th birthday in September. See Page 7
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Fellow Blackhawk Members:

Welcome to the first edition of
the Smoke Signal for 2013. |
trust that everyone enjoyed a
wonderful holiday season with
friends and family and that you
had an opportunity to relax and
recharge at least a little.

Every January | personally star
the New Year with a renewed
optimism and the energy to make
this a year to remember. | am
committed to this for the Blackhawk Chapter as walt the Black-
hawk Chapter winter Board of Directors Meeting hEldcember
9™ | am pleased to report that the Directors andirplesons are
committed to making this a wonderful year and we maraking
great progress. You may have noticed a new loakfaal to the
Chapter web site atvww.blackhawkacbs.com Matt Byrne is
working on adding new features that will highlighttique & Clas-
sic boating here in our backyard and across theatcpu If you
have thoughts or suggestions please reach out tb avid, as we
are always looking for opportunities to improve site.

We are putting the finishing touches on a schedfievents for the
2013 season and final dates will be publish shortly addition to
our regular shows and workshops we are adding a“@&wise”

events to the calendar. These will be events wherget out on
the water and enjoy the boats. So far we are tiaggévo on the
Chain O’ Lakes and one on Geneva Lake. We willanize a
meeting spot to include a launch facility for thoseming from
other areas. Add in a lunch destination or picait up, stop for a
swim or dinner and we will make it a full day. Thkn is to keep
it simple and above all get out and enjoy the bo&ts whether you
can spend the entire day or meet us for any pattieftruise, get
the dates on your calendar and | hope to see yora.th

As always watch your email or snail mail for théekt Blackhawk
updates. Regularly check the Blackhawk web site af
www.blackhawkacbs.corfor the latest information on club events
and meetings. | look forward to seeing you all ontthe water at
our 2013 cruises, shows and events.

Best regards,

Mark Svoboda
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Blackhawk Chapter name badges are again available.
These tasteful badges are a great way to let other H
members know who you are at outings, and to show
BLACKHAWD your affiliation at non-Blackhawk events. Simply send X
CHAPTER your name as you would like it to appear, along with a H
h
h

check for $10 made out to the Blackhawk Chapter to:
{

Blackhawk Chapter
c/o Cindy Cartner

A "SPEEDY GONZALES') P.O. Box 683

Antioch, IL 60002
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WILL WE REGRET?

Story and Photos by Ted Cartner

Most of us have had the conversation about how ngaoy restorable utilities and runabouts were gmdp
ignored unprotected, crushed, or burned in the $%&070’s. We pine for them and wish we couldbgak

in time to save them for the future (which is novlany Resorters, Rivieras, Coronados, Sportsn&tns,
that were in running condition were just left td.ro

There are still many good restorable hulls beingaleshed or left to rot today, these are the crgise

You can regularly see cruisers for sale in runmogdition on EBAY, in WOODEN BOAT, or various other
publications for basically give-away prices, buthwno takers, especially the larger vessels. Gfteeems
the larger the boat the lower the asking pricey &hus who have gone through a restoration knotwg. wA
32’ Chris Craft Commander is a much bigger projean a 22’ Sportsman. At 9000Ibs the Commandar is
times the weight of the 3000Ib Sportsman, and sgbe8 times the project. On the other hand maaa th
few of us have brought back to life 3 or more boats

| am sorry to say | have personally been a pathefde§g
struction of three large hulls which had fairly adubot-§
toms and topsides. For example Gary and Pat By
1954 36’ Chris Craft Commander (pictured) was imning|
condition. One of its’ last cruises was to PoriMadds fo
a Fathers Day brunch. Since the Brakers, who aleoé
on space, also had 4-6 other boats, the Commanite| s\
its’ large footprint was the most likely boat to.gd\fter
selling the boat 2 or 3 times and always endingvitp it . %
back, sadly the decision was made to scrap it. oNe.
could be found to take responsibility for a onagg @oten
tially again, beautiful boat.

Inside the 36' CC Commander “Cove Seeker”
during the demolition

To the left, a Chris
| Craft Cruiser just
4 before it was
scrapped

Wooden runabouts are still being built by a nunidfeentities. | doubt there will more than a fewaden
cruisers built, the cost would just be too highey are truly an endangered species.

Larger boats take a correspondingly larger commmtme time, space, and money but the rewards are
greater also. They are far more social, more geoah be comfortably aboard longer, whether it &g h
cold, or raining. There also seems to be a stroegmwtional attachment perhaps from spending more t
with the boat than is typical with a smaller boaWe still enjoy our faster and more highly restblmats

but our 27’ semi-enclosed CHRYSALIS is by far oussnfavorite.

There are still cruisers available in the 23-30dhge that would not take much more effort to dptdack to
life than building a new runabout from a patterato

In 10-20 years will we regret that not more of thesuisers were saved? Probably.

The Smoke Signal PAGE 6



Old Times

By Nick Wagner
Photos by Tom Wagner

Nick’s 1953 Wolverine With the hull completed, it's time
before restoration to get the engine and accessories

It's been two months since the
Geneva Lakes Boat Show. | had
only gotten my boat a few weeks
earlier, and | was really excited to
be there, and to get started on th
restoration.

The weather has changed but| |
still have the boating “bug” alive
in me. Dad and | have stripped

and sanded the hull. | was surprised to find Ipiaiat under the green as we worked on it. Be-
cause the boat had a green bottom when | gotlécided to repaint it the same green.

T

Next we stained and put eigh
coats of varnish on. Wow, wha
a change from its old and tire
look! Now for the motor. This
took a lot of thinking on my
part. Do | just work the outboard
from the back, or do | put in a
steering wheel with a throt L
tle? Yep, | think it would be best to have a steewheel up
front. Easier for me to see where I'm going. AswlrVogeler
was very kind to donate the wheel from his collacti This
will be connected to the 1955 25 hp. Johnson Sseahout-
board.

Ll - —
D

Many thanks to Andrew and Will, two great guys thairk
with my dad in the shop*, for all their help duritige restora-
tion.

Now that I've been working around old boats, I'vecitled to
name my boat “Old times”

Hope Santa brings me a couple of fenders and maylaachor
this Christmas. I'd like to be the first boatert @n the water
this coming spring.

*Editor’'s Note: Nick’s Dad is Tom Wagner of Foxuer Valley Boat Company
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Blackhawk Members:

I would like to take this opportunity to recognize a member that
has made a significant contribution to the Blackhawk Chapter.
Jim Staib, a long standing member of the chapter, has donated a
boat to the Blackhawk Youth Group as the next project boat. Jim
acquired the boat this fall and immediately thought of the youth
group. Jim and his company, Fine Wood Boats.com has been a
big supporter of the group and has donated parts and expertise
to our first two projects. Please join me in thanking Jim for his
generosity to the Blackhawk Chapter and we look forward to the
launch of this 1952 Century Resorter.

Thank you Jim !

Best regards,

Mark Svoboda, Blackhawk Chapter President
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Sales N = S’_.’_ Custom Building

-

Storage S Repairs

Service ' ? {‘ Restoration

Specializing in the repair and restoration
of classic wooden boats

bergersenboatco.com

7163 Commercial St. Springfield WI 53176 Ph: 262-245-6623

The Smoke Signal PAGE 12



The Smoke Signal PAGE 13



The Smoke Signal PAGE 14



Classified Corner

HELP WANTED: Graphic Designer needed for design work. Sharmg fime, talent and creativity would be a welcogeevice to
facilitate many club activities. If you are intsted in designing a poster for the July boat steign up sheets for Blackhawk activities
and shows, or brochures to help increase membeiedticip we need your help. One or more volunteeisome, and benefits include
experience, making friends and having fun! Conkathy at smokesignal@blackhawkacbs.com or 815€RBD

HELP WANTED: Newsletter Editor or Assistant; no experience ngamgs Computer skills a must. Writing, photognaphd graphic
design or organizational skills helpful. Contactokesignal@blackhawkacbs.com to volunteer.

FOR SALE: I'm selling a 1940 Wagemaker 12'. It needs a nettobo | have all the materials to repair, but moei Please call for
more info. Ace Hassen 847.308.1088hassen@yahoo.com

FOR SALE: 1955 20’ Chris Craft Continental, Loadmaster tradlg/rs old. New cover. Stored 25 years in barmdiana. Stored
indoors now. Asking $14,000 Call Ray 847-854-%60

FOR SALE: 2008 21’ Handy Billie, which is an all wood reg@iof a 1908 coastal Maine fishing, lobster, pleasirat that was built
and sold by William B. Hand. For details and photog onto Lady Ben Classic Boats, click on “Usealod boats for sale”, and scroll
down to 21’ Handy Billy. Price Negotiable

FOR SALE: 1977 Biesemeyer 18ft, flat bottom, totally restqrieesh motor, 502 cubic inch Chevy 675 HP, V dri&lver/gray/red
with matching trailer. Must see. $19,900. Calitgr 630-207-2210

FOR SALE: 1962 Sea Skiff Ranger, 283 Chevrolet V8 Convertfitie, Like new cushions, Newly refinished transa@hnew floor-
ing (white waffle) asking $7800. New aluminumileaoptional +$2800 - Don Taylor 630-632-9797

FOR SALE: 1957 20' Chris-Craft Holiday, in good-shape, newerpnewer trailer, and has 175 hp. I'm askingd896BO. Cell#
847-648-0138

FOR SALE: 1964 Lyman 25ft. Sleeper model Cuddy cabin w/mahead 327 cu. in. Gray Marine Fireball enginel cAhvas includ-
ing bimini, side curtains and mooring cover In@ad6,000 Ib. all galvanized Karavan trailer. $06,0CALL Ken 414-764-5949 or
Email for more pictures kbourgeoisl@wi.rr.com dretl indoors and can be seen anytime with appoimt)me

FOR SALE: Chris Craft Engines K 100HP, KL 105HP, KLO 105HWP130HP, ML 145HP, MCL 175HP, also a dual carb 1B5H
Chrysler Crown. Ted 847-395-8902

Blackhawk Smoke Signal Advertising Policy

Individual Blackhawk Chapter members may run alsiegmplimentary non-commercial advertisement iyniasue of the Smoke Signal. Individual advertisetaevill

not be rerun unless the editor is notified prioptilication of the following issue. The editoreeses the right to edit if necessary to fit avdiatpace.

Commercial Advertisements
Commercial advertisements will be run in each igsutdished during the course of the year unless girangements are made. Five to six issuesgaerare published.

Business card sized Quarter page Half Page Full Page
Members $40 $80 $150 $300
Non-Members $60 $100 $170 $320

Provide all advertisements to: Matt Byrne at mattley@ mrbtech.com or Kathy Moberg at smokesignal @blawkacbs.com
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BLACKHAWK CHAPTER-ACBS
The Smoke Signal

2010 Villanova Drive
Johnsburg, IL 60051

May 18

TBA & Aug 17
Sun, June 16
Sat, July 20

Fri-Sun, July 26-28

TBA
Sept 27-29
TBA (Oct)

TBA  Spring Workshop

Y

2013 Event Calenda

Lake Geneva Cruise and Spring Dinner

Summer Chain O’Lakes Cruises

Fathers Day Cruise in Chicago

29th Antique & Classic Boat Showddie's, Fox Lake, IL

21st Minocqua Antique & € Boat Show at Matt Morgan’s, Minocqua, WI

Fall Color Cruise
Geneva Lakes Antique & Classic Boatsat The Abbey, Fontana, W

Fall Dinner
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