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Gary Braker at the transom of “Cove Seeker” 
        See page 6 for details on this story 

Nick Wagner restores his 1953 Wagemaker Wolverine, a gift 
for his 11th birthday in September.  See Page 7  

Lisa and Matt Byrne at ACBS 
International Boat Show in  

Table Rock Missouri with their 
“Best of Show” (restored) 

award for “Miss Lisa” 

Lisa Byrne drives “Miss Lisa” at ACBS International Show 
 

Matt & Lisa Byrne  
Restoration of “Miss Lisa” story on Page 8 
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President Mark Svoboda 

630-208-1775 
president@blackhawkacbs.com 

Vice President Larry Lange  
262-249-0576 
lange@genevaonline.com 

Secretary Terry Dickson 
847-612-9452 
stmfittr@aol.com 

Treasurer Michael Stolz 
630-530-2038 
mstolz@att.net 

Directors   (Past President) 
  

George Plamondon 
312-787-7455 
georgeplamondon@hotmail.com 

 Al Bosworth 
630-832-4481 
abosworth@hirenelson.com 
Matt Byrne  
630-236-7214 
mattbyrne@mrbtech.com 

 Walter Goes 
773-576-1766 
wjgltd@gmail.com 
Paul Miller 
630-235-8003 
pmillerclu@sbcglobal.net 

(Directors at Large) John Barrett 
630-584-3107 
johneeb@ameritech.net 
Tom Nickols 
630-513-1703 
tnick52@aol.com 
Steve Fleming 
847-577-5420 
dndeburring@sbcglobal.net 
Tom Wagner 
tom@woodboat.net 

Geneva Lakes Boat Show 
Chairmen 

Al Bosworth 
630-832-4481 
abosworth@hirenelson.com 
Larry Lange  
262-249-0576 
lange@genevaonline.com 

Safety Officer Gary Braker  
847-875-2534 
dr.norot@comcast.net 

Youth Development Dave Vogeler 
riverrats@ameritech.net 
Tom Wagner 
815-385-0454 
tom@woodboat.net 

Membership Chairman Cindy Cartner 
847-395-8902 
membership@blackhawkacbs.com 

Newsletter Editor  (2013) Kathy Moberg 
815-344-0060 
smokesignal@blackhawkacbs.com 
Photos by Kathy Moberg & Shelly 
Svoboda, unless otherwise noted 
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Fellow Blackhawk Members: 
 
�

Welcome to the first edition of 
the Smoke Signal for 2013.  I 
trust that everyone enjoyed a 
wonderful holiday season with 
friends and family and that you 
had an opportunity to relax and 
recharge at least a little. 
 

Every January I personally start 
the New Year with a renewed 
optimism and the energy to make 
this a year to remember.  I am 
committed to this for the Blackhawk Chapter as well.  At the Black-
hawk Chapter winter Board of Directors Meeting held December 
9th, I am pleased to report that the Directors and Chairpersons are 
committed to making this a wonderful year and we are making 
great progress.  You may have noticed a new look and feel to the 
Chapter web site at www.blackhawkacbs.com.  Matt Byrne is 
working on adding new features that will highlight Antique & Clas-
sic boating here in our backyard and across the country.  If you 
have thoughts or suggestions please reach out to Matt or I, as we 
are always looking for opportunities to improve our site. 
 

We are putting the finishing touches on a schedule of events for the 
2013 season and final dates will be publish shortly.  In addition to 
our regular shows and workshops we are adding a few “Cruise” 
events to the calendar.  These will be events where we get out on 
the water and enjoy the boats.  So far we are targeting two on the 
Chain O’ Lakes and one on Geneva Lake.  We will organize a 
meeting spot to include a launch facility for those coming from 
other areas.  Add in a lunch destination or picnic raft up, stop for a 
swim or dinner and we will make it a full day.  The plan is to keep 
it simple and above all get out and enjoy the boats.  So whether you 
can spend the entire day or meet us for any part of the cruise, get 
the dates on your calendar and I hope to see you there. 
 

As always watch your email or snail mail for the latest Blackhawk 
updates.  Regularly check the Blackhawk web site at 
www.blackhawkacbs.com for the latest information on club events 
and meetings.  I look forward to seeing you all out on the water at 
our 2013 cruises, shows and events. 

Best regards, 

 

 

Mark Svoboda 

��	� �	9�� ������ '		���
� ��� '��*��
����:� �""� ��	� �	"*��	� ��� ���	��8�
/�	*�� ��	� �	����	� ��� '��*�� 0���
�	���"��������	�����5"�*	8�
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Blackhawk Chapter name badges are again available.  
These tasteful badges are a great way to let other 
members know who you are at outings, and to show 
your affiliation at non-Blackhawk events.  Simply send 
your name as you would like it to appear, along with a 
check for $10 made out to the Blackhawk Chapter to: 
 

Blackhawk Chapter 
c/o Cindy Cartner 

P.O. Box 683 
Antioch, IL  60002 
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WILL WE REGRET? 

Story and Photos by Ted Cartner 
 

Most of us have had the conversation about how many good restorable utilities and runabouts were scrapped, 
ignored unprotected, crushed, or burned in the 1960’s or 70’s.  We pine for them and wish we could go back 
in time to save them for the future (which is now).  Many Resorters, Rivieras, Coronados, Sportsmans, etc. 
that were in running condition were just left to rot. 
 

There are still many good restorable hulls being demolished or left to rot today, these are the cruisers. 
 

You can regularly see cruisers for sale in running condition on EBAY, in WOODEN BOAT, or various other 
publications for basically give-away prices, but with no takers, especially the larger vessels. Often it seems 
the larger the boat the lower the asking price.  Any of us who have gone through a restoration knows why.  A 
32’ Chris Craft Commander is a much bigger project than a 22’ Sportsman.  At 9000lbs the Commander is 3 
times the weight of the 3000lb Sportsman, and so maybe 3 times the project.  On the other hand more than a 
few of us have brought back to life 3 or more boats. 
 

I am sorry to say I have personally been a part of the de-
struction of three large hulls which had fairly sound bot-
toms and topsides.  For example Gary and Pat Brakers’ 
1954 36’ Chris Craft Commander (pictured) was in running 
condition.  One of its’ last cruises was to Port Edwards for 
a Fathers Day brunch.   Since the Brakers, who were short 
on space, also had 4-6 other boats, the Commander with 
its’ large footprint was the most likely boat to go.  After 
selling the boat 2 or 3 times and always ending up with it 
back, sadly the decision was made to scrap it.  No one 
could be found to take responsibility for a once, and poten-
tially again, beautiful boat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wooden runabouts are still being built by a number of entities.  I doubt there will more than a few wooden 
cruisers built, the cost would just be too high.  They are truly an endangered species. 
 

Larger boats take a correspondingly larger commitment in time, space, and money but the rewards are 
greater also.  They are far more social, more people can be comfortably aboard longer, whether it be hot, 
cold, or raining.  There also seems to be a stronger emotional attachment perhaps from spending more time 
with the boat than is typical with a smaller boat.   We still enjoy our faster and more highly restored boats 
but our 27’ semi-enclosed CHRYSALIS is by far our most favorite. 
 

There are still cruisers available in the 23-30 ft. range that would not take much more effort to bring back to 
life than building a new runabout from a pattern boat. 
 

In 10-20 years will we regret that not more of these cruisers were saved?  Probably. 

Inside the 36‘ CC Commander “Cove Seeker”  
during the demolition 

To the left, a Chris 
Craft Cruiser just 
before it was 
scrapped 
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Old Times 
By Nick Wagner 

Photos by Tom Wagner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s been two months since the 
Geneva Lakes Boat Show. I had 
only gotten my boat a few weeks 
earlier, and I was really excited to 
be there, and to get started on the 
restoration.  
 

The weather has changed but I 
still have the boating “bug” alive 
in me.  Dad and I have stripped 
and sanded the hull.  I was surprised to find blue paint under the green as we worked on it.  Be-
cause the boat had a green bottom when I got it, I decided to repaint it the same green.  
 

Next we stained and put eight 
coats of varnish on.  Wow, what 
a change from its old and tired 
look!  Now for the motor.  This 
took a lot of thinking on my 
part.  Do I just work the outboard 
from the back, or do I put in a 
steering wheel with a throt-
tle?  Yep, I think it would be best to have a steering wheel up 
front.  Easier for me to see where I’m going.  Andrew Vogeler 
was very kind to donate the wheel from his collection.  This 
will be connected to the 1955 25 hp. Johnson Seahorse out-
board. 
 

Many thanks to Andrew and Will, two great guys that work 
with my dad in the shop*, for all their help during the restora-
tion. 
 

Now that I’ve been working around old boats, I’ve decided to 
name my boat “Old times” 
 

Hope Santa brings me a couple of fenders and maybe an anchor 
this Christmas.  I’d like to be the first boater out on the water 
this coming spring.  
 
*Editor’s Note:  Nick’s Dad is Tom Wagner of Fox River Valley Boat Company 

 

Nick’s 1953 Wolverine  
before restoration 

With the hull completed, it’s time 
to get the engine and accessories 
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Blackhawk Members: 
I would like to take this opportunity to recognize a member that 
has made a significant contribution to the Blackhawk Chapter.  
Jim Staib, a long standing member of the chapter, has donated a 
boat to the Blackhawk Youth Group as the next project boat.  Jim 
acquired the boat this fall and immediately thought of the youth 
group.  Jim and his company, Fine Wood Boats.com has been a 
big supporter of the group and has donated parts and expertise 
to our first two projects.  Please join me in thanking Jim for his 
generosity to the Blackhawk Chapter and we look forward to the 
launch of this 1952 Century Resorter. 
Thank you Jim ! 
Best regards, 
Mark Svoboda, Blackhawk Chapter President 
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Classified Corner 

  

Blackhawk Smoke Signal Advertising Policy 
Individual Blackhawk Chapter members may run a single complimentary non-commercial advertisement in any issue of the Smoke Signal. Individual advertisements will  

not be rerun unless the editor is notified prior to publication of the following issue. The editor reserves the right to edit if necessary to fit available space. 
  

Commercial Advertisements 
Commercial advertisements will be run in each issue published during the course of the year unless prior arrangements are made.  Five to six issues per year are published.  

HELP WANTED:  Newsletter Editor or Assistant; no experience necessary.  Computer skills a must.  Writing, photography and graphic 
design or organizational skills helpful. Contact smokesignal@blackhawkacbs.com to volunteer. 

FOR SALE:  I'm selling a 1940 Wagemaker 12'. It needs a new bottom. I have all the materials to repair, but no time. Please call for 
more info.   Ace Hassen 847.308.1093  aahassen@yahoo.com  

FOR SALE:  1955 20’ Chris Craft Continental, Loadmaster trailer 4 yrs old. New cover.  Stored 25 years in barn in Indiana.  Stored 
indoors now.  Asking $14,000  Call Ray  847-854-6608 

FOR SALE:  2008  21’ Handy Billie, which is an all wood replica of a 1908 coastal Maine fishing, lobster, pleasure boat that was built 
and sold by William B. Hand. For details and photos, log onto Lady Ben Classic Boats, click on “Used wood boats for sale”, and scroll 
down to 21’ Handy Billy.  Price Negotiable 

FOR SALE:  1977 Biesemeyer 18ft, flat bottom, totally restored, fresh motor, 502 cubic inch Chevy 675 HP, V drive.  Silver/gray/red 
with matching trailer.  Must see.  $19,900.  Call Victor  630-207-2210 

FOR SALE:  1962 Sea Skiff Ranger, 283 Chevrolet V8 Convertible Top, Like new cushions, Newly refinished transom, All new floor-
ing (white waffle) asking $7800.   New aluminum trailer optional +$2800 - Don Taylor 630-632-9797 

FOR SALE: 1957 20' Chris-Craft Holiday, in good-shape, new cover, newer trailer, and has 175 hp.  I'm asking $9500 OBO.  Cell#   
847-648-0138 

FOR SALE: 1964 Lyman  25ft. Sleeper model Cuddy cabin w/marine head 327 cu. in. Gray Marine Fireball engine   All canvas includ-
ing bimini, side curtains and mooring cover  Includes: 6,000 lb. all galvanized Karavan trailer. $16,000  CALL Ken 414-764-5949 or 
Email for more pictures kbourgeois1@wi.rr.com  ( stored indoors and can be seen anytime with appointment)  

FOR SALE: Chris Craft Engines  K 100HP, KL 105HP, KLO 105HP, M 130HP, ML 145HP, MCL 175HP, also a dual carb 135HP 
Chrysler Crown.  Ted 847-395-8902 

 

HELP WANTED:  Graphic Designer needed for design work.  Sharing your time, talent and creativity would be a welcome service to 
facilitate many club activities.  If you are interested in designing a poster for the July boat show, sign up sheets for Blackhawk activities 
and shows, or brochures to help increase membership, etc., we need your help.  One or more volunteers welcome, and benefits include 
experience, making friends and having fun!  Contact Kathy at smokesignal@blackhawkacbs.com or 815-344-0060 

 
Provide all advertisements to: Matt Byrne at mattbyrne@mrbtech.com or Kathy Moberg at smokesignal@blackhawkacbs.com 

  Business card sized  Quarter page Full Page 

Members $40 $80 $300 

Non-Members $60 $100 $320 

Half Page 

$150 

$170 
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BLACKHAWK CHAPTER-ACBS  

The Smoke Signal 
2010 Villanova Drive 
Johnsburg, IL  60051 

2013 Event Calendar 
TBA    Spring Workshop 

May 18    Lake Geneva Cruise and Spring Dinner 

TBA & Aug 17     Summer Chain O’Lakes Cruises 

Sun, June 16    Fathers Day Cruise in Chicago 

Sat, July 20    29th Antique & Classic Boat Show at Freddie's, Fox Lake, IL 

Fri-Sun,  July 26-28    21st Minocqua Antique & Classic Boat Show at Matt Morgan’s, Minocqua, WI 

TBA    Fall Color Cruise 

Sept 27-29    Geneva Lakes Antique & Classic Boat Show at The Abbey, Fontana, WI 

TBA (Oct)    Fall Dinner 


