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Special Request for Blackhawk Members! 
Please verify that the ACBS National office has your 
correct mail/email address on file. Our webmaster is 
getting a lot of emails coming back as undeliverable 
when we send out email blasts of updated information 
or important messages between newsletters & some 
newsletters are delayed/returned due to old addresses.  
CONTACT ACBS MAIN HEADQUARTERS:  To up-
date your email, postal addresses or phone numbers, 
Contact ACBS by email hqs@acbs.org or by phone 

at 315-686-2628 or Fax 315-686-2680 . Thank you J 

 

Held June 5 -8, 2014 at the 31st Street Harbor  

See Page 3 for more on this fun event  
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Best regards 

 

 

 

 

Mark Svoboda 

                        

Presidentôs Message 

 

 
Fellow Blackhawk Members: 

 

The Polar Vortex brought a slow 

start to the 2014 boating season but 

summer weather has arrived and 

our chapter has been busy.  Since 

the last Smoke Signal we have  

participated in the Chicago In-water 

Boat Show and the 30th Annual Fox 

Lake Antique & Classic Boat Show.  The youth group has been busy 

with workshops and they are continuing to work on the Correct Craft 

and the Wolverine. 

 

We had a good crowd for the Chicago In-Water Boat Show.  The rain 

held off and the Sun was out for most of the four day run of the show.  

We had 10 boats participate in the event.  My thanks and appreciation 

goes out to the Blackhawks that came down for the show.  I know it 

can be a hassle towing a boat through the City of Chicago but the 

exposure for our chapter is phenomenal.  Our display enjoyed great 

press coverage this year.  We had a live news team from WGN cover-

ing our exhibit on Thursday and we gave them a tour of the show 

from one of our boats.  We also had numerous other media members 

reporting on our display. 

 

The 30th annual Fox Lake Boat Show was held on Saturday July 12th.  

There were over 30 boats that participated in the show and barbecue.  

The weather was a little iffy in the morning due to early passing 

storms but with luck it cleared for the event.  See more details and 

pictures from this event later in this edition of the Smoke Signal. 

 

Our next event will be the Geneva Lakes Boat Show at the Abbey  

Resort and Abbey Marina on September 26-28, 2014.  Registration is 

open and there is still space in each of the signature events, the Friday 

Estate Tour, the Friday Welcome Dinner and the Saturday Awards 

Banquet.  The registration forms are included in this edition of the 

Smoke Signal but I encourage you to register on-line.  For those that 

register boats for the show, make sure to include a short description 

and upload a picture of your boat.  Timely entry will ensure that your 

boat will be in the show directory.  Again, this is easily accomplished 

on-line at www.genevalakesboatshow.com. 

 

As always watch your email or snail mail for the latest Blackhawk 

updates.  Regularly check the Blackhawk web site at 

www.blackhawkacbs.com for the latest information on club events 

and meetings.  I look forward to seeing you all out on the water at our 

2014 cruises, shows and events. 

 

http://www.genevalakesboatshow.com
http://www.blackhawkacbs.com
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By Terry Dickson 

We had a great weekend on Chicagoôs beautiful lakefront early this June with near perfect weather. 
Many spectators came out to see all the beautiful new boats and were pleased to see our beautiful clas-
sic boats there as well. A summer on the water vibe was in the air with a jumping Reggae band and all 
sorts of water sports including Flyboarding, Standup Paddle Boarding and Kayaking. 

Summer in the City  

Chicago In -Water Boat Show  

On Friday morning we had an early start out of the harbor for the Boat Parade. We cruised up the shore 
on Lake Michigan to the Stratton Lock and we were blessed with an Inland Sea that was as smooth as 
a mirror. After locking through we went down river and rendezvoused at Roosevelt Road with ñRobert 
Allen IIò.  We ended up with 6 classic and 4 contemporary boats for a leisurely parade cruise through 
the canyon the Chicago River carves through the beautiful City of Chicago. It is a wonderful way to see 
our great city. Thanks to Mark Svoboda and all that volunteered and participated. See more on page 8. 

30th Annual Fox Lake Boat Show  

FAMOUS  Freddies ROADHOUSE  

By Terry Dickson 
 

The weather on Saturday for the Antique and Classic In-
Water Boat show in Fox Lake was cloudy and we had a few 
sprinkles pass through. But clearly not cloudy enough to 
dampen the fun of what was another beautiful summer day 
on the water enjoying classic boats. 
 
Even with the rain we still had a good turnout of nearly 30 
boats. And again we enjoyed the excellent Famous Fred-
dies barbeque following the awards presentation. 
 
Congratulations to all and thanks for coming out and help-
ing to make this a successful event. Many thanks to Cap-
tains Ron and Ted for their efforts in organizing the event 
and giving us the opportunity to show our boats on the 
great piers and enjoy the cheap eats and cold drinks at 
Freddies. Also thanks to all that volunteered their time and 
to everyone that attended. See more on page 9. 
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Step back in time aboard three magnificent lake launches for the ever popular Friday Estate Tour on beautiful Lake 
Geneva!  Whether youôve taken the tours before, or youôve never gone, this yearôs tour promises to be one you 
surely will enjoy.   Along with cruising in the launches, we will be visiting three new estates this year, 1)  the 
Weinberg estate, 2) the Eddins estate, and 3)  the Hanenah estate.  Friday afternoon is yours to do as you wish; 

boating,  spa or pool, or just hanging out with old friends or making new ones.   This event always sells out quick-
ly, be sure to reserve now.   
 

Charles and Dianna Colman will be hosting the Friday nightôs Welcome Reception Dinner at Colman Woods.  This is 

a unique and spectacular facility created by Charles Colman, and you would not want to miss the opportunity to 
experience it!   The building provides a location for his office as well as an environmentally controlled storage   
facility for his boats and nautical memorabilia collection. The building is impressive,  the 40 acres of surrounding 
woods even more so, with over 140 species of plants.  Space for this event is limited, be sure to sign up early.  
Parking will be at Chapel on the Hill, N2440 Ara Glen Dr, Lake Geneva 53147 and shuttles will run throughout the 
evening to/from Colman Woods.   
 

The two -day boat show in the Abbey Harbor on Saturday and Sunday features over 100 boats of all makes and 
models, some old favorites, and many new arrivals each year.  Besides the Captainôs Choice voting for boats in 
multiple categories, the Youth Judges will be voting also.  There is always a constant stream of spectators in awe 
as they stroll the docks, admiring the boats and talking them up with boat owners.  The Abbey grounds come 

alive, also, for two days of music, plus art vendors, the  Blackhawk tent with Show posters, shirts, and          
memorabilia, with both food and beverages available outside or inside.  Crowd favorites of En Plein artists, ñStart 
your Enginesò and the Boat Parade on Saturday will again be a part of this wonderful show.  The Awards dinner on 
Saturday night returns to the Harbor Ballroom overlooking the harbor and grounds filled with those magnificent 
woodies, classic boats, canoes and ice boats.  The boat show concludes Sunday afternoon by the tent with the 

Peopleôs Choice Award presentation and the raffle drawing winners .   
 

More details can be found on page 7 and sign up for the estate tours, boat show and dinners are available on  
pages 5 and 6, as well as on the website. Sign up early to ensure that you are not left out; space is limited for all 
events at this show.  Take advantage of the online registration, where you can sign up using your credit card.  
Book your room directly with the Abbey Resort now (hotel room availability is going fast!)   
 

Obviously, it takes a lot of people to bring this kind of event to fruition, AND to take it all apart at the end of the 
show.  Please contact John Barrett at 630 -584 -3107 or johneeb@ameritech.net to volunteer for the many varied 
positions that need to be filled to enhance the show and your enjoyment of it!   
 

For Show Registration and Hotel: Go to www.Blackhawkacbs.com, Click on Events, then se-

lect Geneva Lakes Boat Show, Registration (print form to mail in, or register online).  There 

is also a link for the Abbey Resort to make hotel reservations online or call the Abbey at  

262 - 275 - 9000.  

SEPTEMBER 26-28,  2013 

 
   Estate Tours Friday  

 Boat Show Saturday  

  and Sunday  

Launches  

on  

Estate  

Tour  

Abbey Harbor and Lake Geneva  

Colman Woods  
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!Ƙƻȅ .ƭŀŎƪƘŀǿƪ aŜƳōŜǊǎΗ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƭŜƴŘ ŀ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōƻŀǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ aŀǊƪ {ǾƻōƻŘŀ ŀǘ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘϪōƭŀŎƪƘŀǿƪŀŎōǎ ƻǊ сол-нлу-мттр  
ƻǊ WƻƘƴ .ŀǊǊŜǧ ŀǘ  сол-руп-омлт ƻǊ ƧƻƘƴŜŜōϪŀƳŜǊƛǘŜŎƘΦƴŜǘ  

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΗ 

Friday, September 27, Estate Tour and Lunch  

This yearôs cruise and house tour will visit three of the finest estates on Geneva Lake while transportation will be 

provided aboard three of the more interesting boats on the lake.  The boats will be SEA LARK, POLARIS, and the 

steam boat LOUISE.  Lunch at the Lake Geneva Country Club is included.  Tours will depart Friday morning from 

the Abbey Harbor House in Fontana. Tour time is about 4:45 minutes. $15 discount if you select the package of 

this event along with Friday and Saturday dinners.  

Friday Evening Reception Cocktails and Dinner  

Come join us at Colman Woods.  Transportation provided from Chapel on the Hill, N2440 Ara Glen Drive (just off 

Route 50) between Lake Geneva and Williams Bay.  Shuttles will run to and from Colman Woods throughout the 

evening.  The cost for this event is $60 per adult, and $20 per child.   

Saturday, September 28 Boat Show in the Abbey Harbor  

Registration will be in the Harbor House, with boats on exhibit all day Saturday, beginning at 10:00 am.  Be sure 

you have your boat in the water by then, as this show always draws a lot of spectators.  Local vendors will have 

items on display, and the Blackhawk Chapterôs tent will once again offer shirts, posters and other items.  Artists 

will be creating original paintings of boats in the harbor.  The annual ñstarting of the enginesò and boat parade 

will commence at 4:00 p.m.  

Saturday Evening Awards Dinner  

The awards dinner will be held in the Harbor Ballroom at the Abbey Resort.  Cash bar will open at 6:00 p.m., fol-

lowed by a dinner at 7:30, cost is $50 per adult, $20 for children.  The paintings of boats in the harbor done on 

Saturday by the En Plein artists will be up for auction at this dinner.  This is an event that you wonôt want to miss 

as boat show awards will be presented at the dinner.  In an effort to honor the winners of the award categories 

and recognize the owners, you must register for the Saturday dinner and be in attendance in order to be quali-

fied to win one of the show awards.  See registration form for the awards categories.  The Peopleôs Choice Award 

will be presented on Sunday at 2:00 p.m.  

Sunday, September 29, Boat Show continues in the Abbey Harbor  

Boats will be on exhibit again at 10:00 a.m.  Peopleôs Choice award and drawing winners will be announced at 

the Blackhawk tent at 2:00p.m.  Each year we have many spectators who attend the boat show on Sunday after-

noon expecting to see a full line -up of boats on display.  Therefore, participants are asked to leave their boats in 

the water (and land displays intact) on Sunday until 3:00 p.m. when the boat show officially ends.   

Schedule of 
Events 
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Summer in the City  

Chicago In -Water Boat Show  

Classic boats complimenting Chicagoôs 
magnificent skyline 

Mark and Jan ready to sign up all the new 
Blackhawks 

The óRobert Allen IIô was a great draw to bring 
the spectators down to our pier 

Matt and Lisaôs now famous óMiss Lisaô 
1939 Gar Wood Custom Runabout  

Mark and Shellyôs óMiss Millieô 
1967 Century Coronado  

Youth Groupôs óRainy Dayô  
1950 Wolverine Wagemaker  

George Haenischôs óHope Floatsô 
1955 Chris Craft Capri  

Captain Donôs óLyn Dee Beeô 
1965 Chris Craft Commander 38 

Terry & Maryôs óMama Mia!ô 
1959 Glasspar Seafair Sedan  

George Plamondonôs óWhat Funô 
1937 Chris Craft Runabout 

Captain Toby and George and guests aboard 
óRobert Allen IIô 1936 Grebe Motoryacht  

And lastly Harbor Master Dave aboard óAt Lastô 
1960 Chris Craft Continental  

By Terry Dickson 
Photos also by: 
Gary Lindley 
 


