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Presidentôs Notes: 
 

Hello fellow Blackhawk members, 

Looking forward to seeing all of you soon, 
 
Dave 

You may have seen in an earlier email that we lost one of our mem-

bers and past President George Plamondon May 1, 2017. I met 

George about 12 years ago when my son and I got involved with the 

Blackhawk Chapter. He instantly made a big impression on myself 

and my son. The picture below was taken 11 years ago when Andrew 

won his first Geneva Lakes Boat Show award for the restoration job 

on his 1956 Milo Craft. Since the very first day joining the club 

George always took the time to make sure we felt welcomed and 

more importantly were having "FUN". He left a big hole in our club 

that will be hard to fill. "What Fun" George put in everything he did.  

Hopefully by the time you read this you 

are in better shape than I am. You see I 

have yet to uncover the boat and get it 

ready for the season even though it has 

been sitting in my driveway since early 

April. There is always too much to do 

and not enough time to do it in. Sound 

familiar? 
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With George it was all about fun and he was always up for any-

thing.  A self proclaimed adventurist he once road his motorcycle 

from Chicago to Mexico with his cousin. In 2001 he joined the 

Blackhawk Chapter of the ACBS. George then became President 

of the Blackhawk Chapter in 2007 and served 2 terms until 2010. 

He was also a member of the Glacier Lakes (WI) and Sunnyland 

(FL) Chapters where he attended several boat shows with his CC.  

In 2002 George was the founder of the "Most Coveted Oops 

Award." The conception of this award came after George asked 

fellow member Ted Cartner to help him diagnose why he had such 

a bad vibration while underway. After Ted inspected the boat he 

found that 1 of the 3 blades of George's prop was completely gone. 

The prop was removed, cleaned up, chromed, mounted to a ma-

hogany base, and is now awarded annually.  

The thing I remember and will miss the most about George is how he greeted everyone with a smile and always made sure you 

were having "Fun."  Thank you for all of your service to the Club throughout the many years!  

"What Fun" George, "What Fun!" 

George Plamondon became a fan of wood boats in 1973 when he 

purchased his first Chris Craft for the staggering price of $1.00. 

"What Fun" is a 1937 17' Chris Craft Custom Runabout. The boat's 

name came from another restoration passion of George's, a 1969 

BMW motorcycle complete with side-car. One day while riding his 

bike in Chicago's Gold Coast area, where George lived, a female  

onlooker commented "What Fun." George couldn't have agreed 

more, and thus became the new name for his Chris Craft (CC). He 

began his initial restoration after purchasing the CC, but despite his 

best efforts, the boat continued to sink.  After a few years of  

frustration he called it quits and put the boat in storage where it  

remained for 25 years.  

Remembering George Plamondon who left us May 1st 2017 

In 2000 he decided to try again even though he knew it would be an uphill battle. The restoration process took almost 8 years, 

but in 2008 he was finally back in the water and oh "What Fun" it was.  Although as George would say the name could be  

taken 2 ways: when it was running "What Fun!" or when it was not running "What Fun?" 

George also started the 

"Geneva Lakes Fly By 

Award" aka  

"The Plamondon Cup".  

Unfortunately, the original 

Plamondon Cup is now  

located at the bottom of 

Lake Geneva, where  

member and first year win-

ner of the cup Al Bosworth 

dropped it in the lake while 

judging the next year's win-

ner. The replacement award 

now comes equipped with 

its own life preserver! 
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Geneva Lakes Antique and 
Classic Boat Show 

presented by 

Blackhawk Chapter 
of the Antique and Classic Boat Society 

            September 22-24 with pre-events on Friday September 22 

 at The Abbey in Fontana, WI 

Friday Sept 22 Estate Tour and Luncheon 

Our Estate tour will showcase three amazing homes this year, each with truly remarkable features.  

The home is enlivened with extensive use of tile including a mosaic marinerôs compass rose inlaid in the 
foyer floor, Italian tiles brought back from Rome in the wine room which is located adjacent to the dining 
area, and marble for sink bases in the bathrooms.  The walnut is used extensively throughout the home for 
many cabinets, especially in the wine room.  Brazilian Cherry, selected for its accented grain is used in the 
library.  The basement fireplace was saved when the Butternuts, one of the earliest grand lake shore  
estates built in 1875 for Nathaniel Kellogg Fairbank, which was torn down in 1955.  Other unusual features 
would be a bar and lounge in the basement made from a 1953 19-foot Chris Craft Holiday, a shower big 
enough for ten in the master bedroom, and a third-floor craft room.  

The first home we will visit is the shingle-style residence of 
Greg and Deborah Kunes. This spectacular lake home was 
built in 2006 by premier homebuilder John Engermann and is 
rich with lake and nautical memorabilia. The exterior walls 
are constructed of granite boulders split to expose the grain 
within the stone while the mortar joints are recessed to give 
the walls texture. There are Chippendale styled wooden  
railings lining the upstairs balconies on the exterior and  
spindles made to simulate rope on the interior balconies and 
overlooks.    

The second home is Clear Sky Lodge owned by 
Jolynn and Michael Blair. This remarkable and ab-
solutely unique 18-room 10,000 sq. ft. home was 
built in 1918 for Harley Clarke, an early investor in 
the electric power industry and later in Fox Films 
which would eventually merge into 20

th
 Century 

Fox.  Designed by Roscoe Harold Zook and land-
scaped by Jens Jensen, the home is based on an 
Austrian hunting lodge. The home is surprisingly 
original with birch bark wall paper and native wood 
structural parts and furniture construction.  
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Leather is also woven into wall coverings and furniture and light fixtures incorporate animal motifs. The 
ceiling in the entrance hall is decorated like the caves at Lascaux, France with light fixtures designed incor-
porating animal motifs. There were seven other structures on the site, one being a personal movie theater 
which was frequented by several Blackhawk members in the 1950ôs.  

 Furnishings and design are by Philip Sassano of Lake Genevaôs Design Coach. The 10,000 sq. ft. home 
features seven bed rooms on three levels culminating in uniquely designed childrenôs bedrooms on the 
third level. The home features both an indoor and outdoor pool  and nautical accessories abound every-
where. The truly remarkable result of the harmony of design and decoration throughout the home is that it 
subtly blends into a decorative masterpiece.  

The third home is My Blue Heaven and belongs to 
Susan and Tom Santefort. This is a terrific shingle-
style home designed by architect R. R. Browne of 
West Dundee, IL.  This stately 21st century home 
serves as the gathering place for a large, multi-
generational family.  The crisp and inviting interior 
of this azure home includes 7 bedrooms, gracious 
gathering spaces on the main floor, and a lower 
level featuring an indoor pool, a wine room and a 
large family room.  With large outdoor entertaining 
areas including an in-ground pool and an outdoor 
kitchen, family and guests alike are sure to feel 
they are in heaven while staying in this gracious 

 

Transportation to each estate and the luncheon 
will be aboard classic lake launches.  The final 
stop will be at the Lake Geneva Country Club for a 
luncheon. 
Pictures and text excerpts provided courtesy of At 
the Lake Magazine: Anne  Morrissy, Barb Howell, 
and Shanna Wolf; and Keefe Real Estate. 

Friday Sept 22 Evening Welcome Reception 

This yearôs Friday evening Welcome Reception 
will be held at John Simm, Jrôs new boat house 
located at N1208 Academy Road. This boat-
house is not on the lake but is located on Johnôs 
equestrian farm about two miles south of the lake 
on Academy Road at the junction with County 
Road B.  
 
The building is spectacular and is capable of 
housing any two of the lakeôs largest private 
boats. The floor is heated with the latest technol-
ogy and is decorated with stained patterns in the 
concrete.  
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Donôt miss these events!  You will never have an opportunity 
to see and experience again what you will see and experience 
on September 22

nd.
 

(continued from last page) 
The shops have the latest equipment, and the support facilities 
are amazing.  Also see Johnôs latest project, a 67-foot long  
re-creation of a 19

th
 century Lake Geneva yacht that John is in 

the process of finishing himself. We will also be favored with a 
Power Point presentation describing the design and construc-
tion of the boat to date and Johnôs vision for finishing the boat.  
Cocktails at 6:00pm, dinner at 7:30, program at 8:30. 

Saturday September 23 Boat Show 

¶ Blackhawk Chapter Sharpest Arrow 

¶ ACBS Most Preserved 

¶ Best Chris Craft 

¶ Best Century 

¶ Best Streblow 

¶ Best Contemporary 

¶ Most Historic 

¶ Best Fiberglass 

¶ Best Outboard 

¶ Skippers Choice 

¶ People s Choice 

¶ Pre-War 

¶ Best Utility under 22 

¶ Best Utility 22  & over 

¶ Best Runabout under 22 

¶ Best Runabout 22  & over 

¶ Post-War 

¶ Best Utility under 22 

¶ Best Utility 22  & over 

¶ Best Runabout under 22 

¶ Best Runabout 22  & over 

Sunday September 24 Boat Show 

                               Award Categories   

Boats will be on exhibit all day Saturday, beginning at 10:00 am. Be sure you 

have your boat in the water by then, as we expect a lot of spectators. Local  

vendors will have items on display, and the Blackhawk Chapter s tent will once 

again offer t-shirts, posters and other items. The annual starting of the engines  

and boat parade will commence at 4:00 pm.  

 

Saturday evening s dinner will be held in the Ball Room at the Abbey Resort. 

Cash bar will open at 6:00 PM, followed by a dinner at 7:30, cost is $30 per  

person. This is an event you won t want to miss, as boat show awards will be 

presented at Saturday evening s dinner.  

The People s Choice award will be presented on Sunday at 2:00pm. In an effort to honor the winners of the award 

categories, and recognize the owners, you must register for the Saturday dinner and be in attendance in order to be 

qualified to win one of the show awards.  

Sunday, boats will be on exhibit again at 10 am. People s Choice award and  

drawing winners announced at the Blackhawk tent at 2 pm. Each year we have many 

spectators who attend the boat show on Sunday afternoon expecting to see the full 

line-up of boats on display. Therefore, participants are asked to leave their boats in 

the water (and land displays intact) on Sunday until 3:00 pm when the boat show  

officially ends. 
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The Blackhawk Chapter of the Antique and Classic Boat Society 

present 

The Geneva Lakes Annual Antique and  

Classic Boat Show 

At the Abbey Harbor, Fontana, WI Sept 22-24, 2017 

Name:   First Mate:   

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:   

Phone:   Cell:   Email:   
  
  ACBS#:   

Additional Crew: (First and Last name)   

Boat Exhibit Information - Saturday & Sunday Boat Show 
   In Water ($65)    On Land ($50)    For Sale (Additional $50)   
*i.e. Model Boats, Outboard Motors etc. A nautical exhibit may not have items for sale.  If you would like to be a for sale exhibitor, please 
submit a ñBoat Show Exhibitorò form.  A boat can be displayed as a nautical exhibit but it will not be considered for awards, is not allowed to 

launch and cannot be for sale. 

   

Boat Name   Year   Manufacturer   

Model   Length   Engine   HP   

Portions of this yearôs proceeds will be donated to the  
Lake Geneva Heritage Center & Lake Geneva Water Safety Patrol  

 Deadline for all reservations and activities is September 1st.   Registration, dinner and event fees are not refundable. 
 

Space is limited.  All registrations are on a first come / first served basis. 

  Use separate sheet for any extra boats Boat Registration Fee   $______ 
Events  

Friday, September 22   

Estate Tour ï Tour estates by boat aboard historic Geneva Lake tour boats,  

followed by lunch at the Lake Geneva Country Club. 
Note: Guests of ACBS members will be charged at the member rate. 

# Attending  ___@$75/Adult 
#Non Members  ___@$125/Adult 

___@$25/Child $______ 

      

Reception & Dinner ïThe Friday evening reception will be held at John Simms 

Jrôs Boat House. 
# Attending ____@$90/Adult 

____@$25/Child $______ 
      

Saturday, September 23     

Awards  Dinner - The Abbey Resort     

Dinner includes your choice of Chicken Riesling, Braised Short Ribs or 

Grilled Mahi Mahi, Salad, Dessert and beverage. 
In an effort to honor the winners of the award categories, and recognize the owners, you must 

register for the Saturday dinner and be in attendance in order to be qualified to win one of the 

show awards. 

      Short Ribs  ____@$35/Adult 

____@$20/Child 

Chicken  ____@$35/Adult 

____@$20/Child 

Mahi Mahi  ____@$35/Adult 

____@$20/Child  

$______ 

    

Registration forms received after September 1, 2017 additional $45.00 late fee    (Check if late) $______ 

      

Total Amount $______ 
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AWARD CATEGORIES: 
This is a non-judged show.  All awards will be determined by boat captains and/or the Boat Show Committee.  The Boat 

Show Committee has the right to change the awards depending on the type of boats that are registered for the show.  

Awards will be presented at the Saturday evening banquet, captains must present to win.  Peopleôs Choice to be awarded on 

Sunday at 2:00pm. 

Blackhawk Chapter Sharpest Arrow   

ACBS Most Preserved Pre-War  

Best Chris Craft  Best Utility under 22ô 

Best Century  Best Utility 22ô & over 

Best Streblow  Best Runabout under 22ô 

Best Contemporary  Best Runabout 22ô & over 

Most Historic Post-War  

Best Fiberglass  Best Utility under 22ô 

Best Outboard  Best Utility 22ô & over 

Skippers Choice  Best Runabout under 22ô 

Peoples Choice  Best Runabout 22ô & over 

Final notes: 
The boat show runs through 3:00 p.m. on Sunday. Each year we have many spectators who attend the boat show on Sunday 

afternoon expecting to see the full line-up of boats on display.  Therefore, participants are asked to leave their boats in the 

water (and land displays intact) on Sunday until 3:00 pm when the boat show officially ends. 

Space is limited.  All registrations are on a first come / first served basis. Reservations deadline is September 1th. 

Please send us a short description/history and picture of your boat. We use this information in the boat show program book-

let and on the web site. You can send all boat information to GLBS@BlackhawkACBS.com. The deadline for the boat 

show program is September 1. 

Lodging 

 

Please make hotel reservations directly with The Abbey Resort at 800-709-1323, mention 

the ñBlackhawk Chapter Antique and Classic Showò for group rates.  Group rates are for 

ñRun of the House Roomsò.  You must identify yourself as a participant when making the 

reservation in order to receive the Boat Show rate.  Boat show rates will not be honored at 

the point of checkout unless previously specified. 

INSURANCE CERTIFICATION: 
I certify that I am the owner of the above listed boat(s), engines(s), car(s), watercraft, displays, exhibits, or other item (here 

after collectively known as ñboatò) I intend to display at this event and that I have insurance to cover any damage to my boat 

or equipment, and to cover any liability for damages to others or their property arising from any use of my boat during or 

related to the Geneva Lakes Antique and Classic Boat Show in Fontana, WI for which they are herein registered.  I agree to 

hold free and harmless, the officers, directors and volunteers of the Blackhawk Chapter of the ACBS, the Antique and Clas-

sic Boat Society, the Abbey Resort, the city of Fontana WI, advertisers and sponsoring organizations from any and all ac-

tions, claims, liabilities, assertions of liability, including reasonable attorneyôs fees, which in any manner arise from or be 

alleged to arise from any and all connected directly or proximately with the Boat Show identified above. 

Signature: _____________________________________________   Date: _________________ 
Insurance Certification must accompany registration. 

or 

Register online at www.GenevaLakesBoatshow.com 

Make checks payable to: Send Registration To: For additional info contact: 

Blackhawk Chapter, ACBS Matt Byrne www.genevalakesboatshow.com 

 2257 Red Maple Ln GLBS@BlackhawkACBS.com 

 Aurora, IL 60502 or 630-802-2698 
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Famous Freddies 

 The 33rd Annual Antique & Classic  

in-water Boat Show at  

FAMOUS FREDDIEôS 

Saturday July 15, 2017  
on Pistakee Lake, 510 Park Ave, Fox Lake IL 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

City__________________________________________State______________Zip________________ 

Phone_____________________________  MFG BOAT _____________________________________ 

MODEL_____________________________________________YEAR__________LENGTH_______ 

ENGINE _________________________________________________   HP ______________________ 

Boat Name ______________________________________________________ 

Send to: Ted Cartner     PO Box 683     Antioch IL 60002 

MAKE CHECKS OUT TO  The Blackhawk Chapter 

Set up is 8:00 am to 9:00 am               

Show 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Awards dockside at 1:30 pm 

Western BBQ Buffet at 2:00 pm 

Tossed garden Salad , Corn on the cob 

Grilled BBQ Chicken, Coleslaw 

BBQ Rib Fingers, Baked Potatoes 

Cash Bar 

$10.00 Boat entry fee  
(before 7/8/17,  $20 after 7/8/17) 

$16.00 per person for BBQ Buffet 

 
 

For more info:  Ron Van Horn 708-347-8951  or  

Ted Cartner  847-395-8902 

Registration form also available on line   

http://blackhawkacbs.com/Events/FoxLakeBoatShow.aspx 

There is no launch ramp at Freddieôs, you could launch 

at any of the other Marinas around the Lake. Ben Watts 

Marina ramp is 3 minutes by car or water.    

NOTE: A Waterway Permit Sticker is required; it can 

be purchased at Watts Marina. 
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                        Spring Workshop 

A big Blackhawk Thank You! to Jamie and Jameson from Delevan Lake Boat Shed as well as Sean and 
Steve at Streblow Custom Boats. 

We then headed to the Streblow Custom Boats. After lunch and socializing with friends Steve Horton 
talked about boat construction. Streblow is currently building a new 26 foot boat which gave us a perfect 
opportunity to see how a wood boat is constructed. He explained the importance of selecting the right 
wood for your project including the need to check for irregularities in the wood. He also provided us with 
information about types of fasteners, epoxies,  glues and which products worked best in different  
applications. 

Streblow President Steve Horton, Blackhawk Chapter Presi-
dent Dave Vogeler and Sean Slattery  

Steve is demonstrating the finer points of fine boat building 
for the Blackhawk members 

This year's Spring Workshop was held on April 
22nd. We started our day with coffee and donuts 
at Delevan Lake Boat Shed owned by Jamie 
Jarosz. Our members and guests spent some time 
touring the grounds before we started our refinish-
ing seminar. Jameson, from the Boatshed was our 
skilled teacher showing us his finishing techniques. 
He explained the importance of preparation, not 
only for the boat but don't forget the shop area too.  
We learned about how to add the varnish to your 
brush as well as the best ways to apply it to the 
surface and how to use lighting to help see finish 
imperfections. 

Jameson Bradford sharing his varnishing techniques. 
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Junior Blackhawks Update   
By Dave Vogeler 

Blackhawk Youth Update; Where Are They Now? 

Remington Reid is attending the University of Illinois in 
Champaign, IL. He is now in his 3rd year working on a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering. He has also completed his 2nd year in 
the Illini Motorsports Team where the students design and build a 
Formula race car. The team then competes against other schools 
around the country. This summer Remington took an internship at 
Twin Disc in Racine, WI. He is working in their Marine Division for 
Arneson surface drives. Arneson makes high speed drives for 
high performance offshore boats as well as yachts. 

Mitchel O'Day is attending Northern Illinois University in  
DeKalb, IL. He is now in his 3rd year working on a degree in  
Mechanical Engineering. He has also completed his 2nd year in 
NIU's High Mileage Team where the students designed and built a 
vehicle that can get over 1,300 MPG. He is interning this summer at 
Scot Forge in Spring Grove, IL where they Forge parts for every-
thing from Ships to Aerospace. 

Andrew Vogeler is attending Webb Institute in Glen Cove, NY. He is entering his last year of 
schooling for a degree in Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering. He participated again this year in 
Brooklyn Boatworks which is an inner city youth development project where they help kids build and sail a 
wood boat. The 10 month project is designed to teach kids how to problem solve and work together as a 
team as well as giving them a save environment to learn.   

Bradley Vogeler is attending Bradley University in Peoria, IL. He is now in his 3rd year working on 
a two degrees in Computer Science - Internet Securities and Game Technology. He actively participates 
in the schools "BUF" Bradley Ultimate Frisbee Team as well as several community service groups. 

Andrew and 2 Webb classmates entered into a design com-
petition hosted by the Worldwide Ferry Safety Association to 
design a 200 passenger ferry for Thailand. The team took 
2nd place out of the 17 schools worldwide that entered the 
competition. 
See: 
http://maritime-executive.com/article/winners-announced-in-

ferry-design-competition 

In January and February this year he interned at Metal Shark in Lafa-
yette, LA where he will again attend this summer. He worked in their 
Production Engineering department where they are building passenger 
ferries for the city of New York. 

http://maritime-executive.com/article/winners-announced-in-ferry-design-competition
http://maritime-executive.com/article/winners-announced-in-ferry-design-competition
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Chicago Boat Building Company / Bond Boat Sales 
By Terry Dickson 

The historic boat yard on the North Branch of the Chicago River at Berteau Ave. was known informally as the Bondôs 

Boat Yard. The yard operated as Bond Boat Sales until 2001 and was originally founded by Tony Bond in the 1920ôs 

as the Chicago Boat Building Company.  

Tony was originally from San Francisco and operated the yard along with his wife Norah. In later years it evolved to 

be a family company with their son Ken. Then Kenôs son Ray working in the yard and daughter Dianne working with 

Granny in the ships store and all pitching in to ñMake it Happenò as Ken was known to say.  

Ken Bond gives an Owens Cruiser the white glove  

treatment.  

According to Hal Forslund, who started working at the yard in the 

50ôs when his father purchased the sloop LUCIA, the yard was a 

fun and friendly place where many of the boat owners that stored 

there did maintenance themselves.  On site were independent yard 

hands like Rush and Red, and Ole who were very experienced 

and always available to help the boat owners. Related  industries 

also operated on the premises such as Randal Millworks and Hal 

also worked for shipbuilder Leo Bear who ran a spar manufactur-

ing business in the yard.   

Halôs 28ô sloop LUCIA is a John Deering design  built 

at the Bond Boat Yard in 1937 by Shipwright Burt 

Miller. Auxiliary power is the original 16 hp Grey Ma-

rine engine. The boat was stored and maintained at 

Bonds until the yard closed and  is currently in storage 

in Milwaukee.  



The Smoke Signal PAGE  13 

Greased 12x12 timbers were used as a rail system in the 

olden days to transport the boats through the yard. In 

the 50ôs the yard was paved and cradles were used. 

The bobby soxer helps date this photo to the mid 20th 

century. Long before OSHA would have come out and 

shut down the job for unsafe scaffolding!!! 

Rush and Ray Bond preparing to launch COMANGO. Ray hoisting one of them new fangled glass boats  


