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Presidents Notes: 
 

 

Hello fellow Blackhawk  

members, 

 

Another year draws to a close 

and my first thought is to thank 

everyone for making it so great. 

The Blackhawk chapter is an 

active group with great partici-

pation but it is the people who 

volunteer that make it work.  

Looking forward to seeing all of you soon, 
 
Dave 

From serving on the board to directing traffic in the parking lot 

at a show every job has an impact on the members and guests. 

That impact is reflected in our membership growth which  

continues to grow every year.  

 

I am happy to announce that the Blackhawk Chapter had the 

largest increase in membership of all chapters in the ACBS and 

was recognized at the International show in Racine with an 

award. We were also presented with an award for our outstand-

ing newsletter. I would like to thank Terry Dickson (newsletter 

editor) and Jan Vogeler (membership chair) for all of their hard 

work. 

 

As I reflect on my second year as President of this wonderful 

club I realize what an honor it has been to serve you,  the mem-

bers. Over the years my family and I have met so many great 

people at our events and you all have impacted our lives for the 

better. Thank you! 

Stay warm and dry and think Spring. 
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Membership Chairperson, Jan Vogeler 
reports Blackhawk membership has 
grown to over 300 members 

òWELCOME ABOARDó 

BLACKHAWK CHAPTERôS   
NEWEST MEMBERS 

John & Lorinda Finnell, Springfield IL 
George & Carol Zimmermann, Lake Geneva WI 
Virgil Rink, Naperville IL 
John Hagenah, Wilmette IL 
Andrew & Bronwyn Kelly, Lake Geneva WI 
Robert Nyberg, Antioch IL   
William & Donna Norris, Rock Island IL 

Adrienne & Tom Zalud, New Concord KY 
Michael & Lisa Norris, Taylor Ridge IL 
Kent & Lori Petersen, Minocqua WI 
Bob Guida, Mukwonago WI 
Joseph & Janet Kovarik, Elkhorn WI 
Dave & Nina Anderson, Chicago IL 
Tim Gartner, Crystal Lake IL 

![[ I!b5{ hb 59/Y 

Ahoy Blackhawk Members!  This is a shout out to  any and all to lend a helping hand 

at some of our  upcoming boat shows and events.  If you are interested in  

volunteering your time and energy please contact  Dave Vogeler at  

president@blackhawkacbs or 847-477-3373 

Attention Blackhawk members:  The newsletter belongs to you and  you can make 

it better. It s all about our stories. Whether hanging out at the docks  

during a show or dining together as a group, we all share our stories the  

restoration project, bringing an engine back to life, a boating event, the maiden  

voyage, the mishaps as well as the glorious days when all goes well.  

To keep the newsletter fresh, exciting and providing new viewpoints to the readers, we need your stories...the  

funny, the interesting, the informative. There are over 300 members now  and I invite all of you to share your  

stories of a day, a boat, or a lifetime of your experience.  

Please send your stories and pictures to stmfittr@aol.com  Thanks, Terry Dickson, Smoke Signal Editor 

Blackhawk Smoke Signal Advertising Policy 

Individual Blackhawk Chapter members may run a single complimentary non-commercial advertisement in any issue of the 

Smoke Signal. Individual advertisements will  not be rerun unless the editor is notified prior to publication of the following 

issue. The editor reserves the right to edit if necessary to fit available space. 

Provide all advertisements to: Matt Byrne at mattbyrne@mrbtech.com or Terry Dickson at stmfittr@aol.com 

 Business card sized Quarter page Half Page Full Page 

Members $40 $80 $150 $300 

Non-Members $60 $100 $170 $320 

Commercial Advertisements Commercial advertisements will be run in each issue published during the course of the year  

unless prior arrangements are made. Four issues per year are published. The following rates apply for commercial advertising 

on a per year basis.  
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Larry and  Sue Larkin 

Greg  & Deborah Kunes 

Jolynn & Michael Blair  

Susan & Tom Santefort 

Michelle & John Simms Jr. 

Neal Aspinall Illustration & Design 

Gage Marine 

Gordy's Lakefront Marine  

The Abbey Marina & Members 

The Abbey Resort & Staff 

Lake Geneva Country Club & Staff 

Lake Geneva Water Safety Patrol 

The Village of Fontana 

Village of Fontana Police Dept. 

Hagerty Classic Marine Insurance 

Vendors 

.ŜŀŘŀȊȊƭŜŘ {ǳŜ aŀŘŘŜƴ Line Honors/The Sailor's Wife Erica Hillier 

.ƻƴōƻƴ 5ŜǎƛƎƴǎ !ƭƛǎƻƴ ¢ƻƳǇƪƛƴǎ [ǳ[ŀwƻŜ wŀŎƘŜƭ aƛƭƭŜǊ 

.ǳǊƴƛƴƎ .ǳǎƘ aƛƭƭƛƴŜǊȅ ±ŜǊƻƴƛŎŀ /Ƙƛƴ tŀƛƴǝƴƎǎ tŀǘ IŜƛƴǘȊŜƭƳŀƴ 

5ǊŀƎƻƴ {ŎŀƭŜ 5ǊŜŀƳǎ [ǘŘ aŀƛƧŀ {ǘŜŜƭŜ tŀƛƴǝƴƎǎ .ȅ aȅ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ /ƛƴŘȅ aƛŎŜƭƛ 

5ǳŎƪ 5ŜŎƻȅǎ .ƛƭƭ ¢ƘǳƳƳ vǳŀǘǊŀƭǳƴŀ Wƻŀƴ tŀǇŀǊƛƎƛŀƴ 

ŦƳƭ tǳōƭǎƛƘƛƴƎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ CǊŀƴƪ [ŀƴŘƛ wȅŎƻ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ /ƻƭƛƴ ¢ŀƘŜƴȅ 

DǊŜŀǘ [ŀƪŜ !Ǌǘ tŀǳƭ ²ƻǳƪ {ǘƻƴŜŎǊŜǘŜ ¢ƻƳ aƻǊŀƴ 

IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ȅŜǘ 5ƛŀƴŜ wƛƭŜȅ ¢ƘŜ .ŜǾŜƭŜŘ 9ŘƎŜ 5ŜōǊŀ hƭǎƻƴ 

IƻƴŜȅ .ŜŜ {ǘǳŘƛƻǎ [ȅƴƴ !ōōƻǧ ²ƻƻŘ 5ǳŎƪ bŀǝƻƴ WŀƳŜǎ YŀǎƳŀǊŜƪ 

YŀǊƭŀϥǎ YǊŀƊȅ YǊŜŀǝƻƴǎ YŀǊƭŀ 5ŜƴǘƭŜǊ ²ƻƻŘŜƴ .ƻŀǘ /ǊŜŀǝƻƴǎ .ƻō IŜǘȊ 

YŜƴȅƻƴ ²ƻƻŘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ YŜƴȅƻƴ tǊƛŜǎǘŜǊ ²ƻƻƭŜƴ ϧ ²ƻƴŘŜƴ ²ƻƴŘŜǊǎ 5ŜōōƛŜ IŀƳƳƻƴŘ 

Blackhawk Volunteers 

Dale Aspinall Jim Hanny Jimmy Olson Melody Stelton 

John & Patt Barrett Sue Hardt Tom Olson Sheryl Stier 

Jeff Beallis John Horne Mick Raub Mark & Shelley Svoboda 

Nancy Beck John & Darlene Kalfahs Lynette Reid Don Taylor 

Ken Boeschen Mary & Bryan Kamin Wayne Reuter Dave & Jan Vogeler 

Al & Kathi Bosworth Larry Lange Ted Rogers Jim Hanny 

Matt Bryne Larry Larkin Jamie & Nikki Rowell David Williams 

Ron Campana John Larson Bill & Barb Shultz Bea Wippich   

Cindy Cartner Nancy McCoy Craig & Vivi Smith Ken Wippich 

Moss Cartwright Paul & Cindy Miller Bob Snyder Ned Wippich 

Steve Fleming Dennis Murphy Ed Snyder Sheila Wippich 

Mike & Jennifer Furibondo Tom & Janet Nikols Lois Snyder Ray Young 

Tom Ganzer Bob & Amy O'Day Mark &Terri Snyder George Zimmerman 

Program Contributors 

@ Properties Chuck's Lakeshore Inn Hagerty  Neil Aspinall Design & Illustration 

Abra & Jim Wilkin Classic Boating Harpoon Willies Pier 290 

Ackman Glass and Mirror Delavan Lake Boat Shed Hire Nelson Pier Docktors 

Anthony's Steakhouse First National Bank Jôs Antique Cars Propeller Station 

Austin Pier Service Fox River Valley Boat Company James Wolfgram Rauland Real Estate 

Bergersen Boat Company Freedom Boat Service Lake Geneva Marine Reedôs Construction 

Brightworks Boat Works Gage Marine Lake Geneva Window & Door Ryco Landscaping 

Bye the seat of our Pants Catering Geneva Lake Association Lange Custom Woodworking Streblow Custom Boats 

Caf® Calamari Geneva Upholstering Company Lucke Enterprises Inc The Abbey Resort 

Central  Printing Gordyôs Boathouse Luckeôs Cantina Undercover Canvas 

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE 2017 GENEVA LAKES  

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC BOAT SHOW CONTRIBUTORS,  

SPONSORS, COMMITTEE, VOLUNTEERS, PARTICIPANTS  

AND VENDORS.  
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BLACKHAWK CHAPTER 2017 Geneva Lakes Boat Show 

Lake Cruise, Estate Tour and Welcome Dinner 
By Mark Svoboda 

The 2017 Geneva Lakes Boat Show Friday estate tour was a fantastic opportunity to kick off a wonder-
ful classic boating weekend.  With three picturesque estates, transportation on classic lake launches 
and lunch at the Lake Geneva Country Club there is no better supporting event!   

This yearôs cruise and house tour visited three amazing estates on Geneva Lake, each with truly memo-
rable features. Transportation was provided aboard four of the more interesting boats on the lake, the 
SEA LARK, POLARIS, DUCHESS and the steam boat LOUISE. Lunch at the Lake Geneva Country 
Club was included and a delightful way to conclude the tours prior to returning to the Walworth pier. 

The first home we visited was the shingle-style residence of Greg 
and Deborah Kunes. This spectacular lake home was built in 
2006 by premier homebuilder John Engermann and is rich with 
lake and nautical memorabilia. The exterior walls are constructed 
of granite boulders split to expose the grain within the stone 
while the mortar joints are recessed to give the walls texture. 
There are Chippendale styled wooden railings lining the upstairs 
balconies on the exterior and spindles made to simulate rope on 
the interior balconies and overlooks. The home is enlivened with 
extensive use of tile  
including a mosaic mar-

inerôs compass rose inlaid in the foyer floor, Italian tiles brought 
back from Rome in the wine room which is located adjacent to 
the dining area, and marble for sink bases in the bathrooms. 
The walnut is used extensively throughout the home for many 
cabinets, especially in the wine room. Brazilian Cherry, selected 
for its accented grain is used in the library. Other unusual fea-
tures include a bar and lounge in the basement made from a 
1953 19-foot Chris Craft Holiday, a shower big enough for ten in 
the master bedroom, and a third floor craft room.  

 

 

 The second home we visited was Clear Sky Lodge owned by 
Jolynn and Michael Blair. This remarkable and absolutely 
unique 18-room 10,000 sq. ft. home was built in 1918 for Harley 
Clarke, an early investor in the electric power industry and later 
in Fox Films which would eventually merge into 20th Century 
Fox. Designed by Roscoe Harold Zook and landscaped by Jens 
Jensen, the home is 
based on an Austrian 
hunting lodge.  

 

The home is surprisingly original with birch bark wall paper and 
native  wood structural parts and furniture construction. Leather 
is also woven into wall coverings and furniture and light fixtures 
incorporate animal motifs. The ceiling in the entrance hall is 
decorated like the caves at Lascaux, France. There were seven 
other structures on the site, one being a personal movie theater 
which was frequented by several Blackhawk members in the 
1950ôs. 
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The third home we toured was My Blue Heaven and belongs to 
Susan and Tom Santefort. This is a terrific shingle-style home de-
signed by architect R. R. Browne of West Dundee, IL. Furnishings 
and design are by Philip Sassano of Lake Genevaôs Design 
Coach. The 10,000 sq. ft. 
home features seven bed 
rooms on three levels cul-
minating in uniquely de-
signed childrenôs bedrooms 
on the third level. The 

home features both an indoor and outdoor pool and nautical acces-
sories abound everywhere. The truly remarkable result of the har-
mony of design and decoration throughout the home is that it sub-
tly blends into a decorative masterpiece. 

Finally we enjoyed lunch at the Lake Geneva Country Club found-
ed in 1895 by a group of Chicago business men, it is one of the 
oldest 18-hole golf courses in the Midwest. The course was origi-
nally laid out by the golf pro from St. Andrews in Scotland while 
on a tour of the United States and it is still basically unchanged 
from his concept. Indeed, many of the bunkers and course fea-
tures have recognizable characteristics similar to St. Andrews.  

This yearôs Friday evening Welcome Reception was held at 
John Simms, Jrôs new boat house.  This boathouse is not on 
the lake but is located on Johnôs equestrian farm south of the 
lake. 

The building is spectacular and is capable of housing any two 
of the lakeôs largest private boats. The floor is heated with the 
latest technology and is decorated with stained patterns in the 
concrete.  

The shops have the latest equipment, and the support facilities 
are amazing. The building contains Johnôs latest project, a 67-
foot long re-creation of a 19th century Lake Geneva yacht that 
John is in the process of finishing himself. We enjoyed a de-
lightful buffet dinner and dessert.  After dinner John shared a 
brief presentation of the boat project. It was very interesting to 
see the progress that 
has been made.  
From a collection of 
aluminum parts to the 
gleaming hull in the 
shop, it has been a 

fascinating project and everyone in attendance will be  anticipat-
ing a launch in the not too distant future. 

Thank you to the estate owners and the Simms family for sharing 
your homes and shop with us.  And a big thank you to the show 
committee and all of the volunteers that made this day possible! 

http://www.genevalakesboatshow.com/Content/Images/2017/Simms/IMG_1762.JPG
http://www.genevalakesboatshow.com/Content/Images/2017/Simms/IMG_1723.JPG
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ACBS Blackhawk Chapter 2017 Geneva Lakes Boat Show 
By Terry Dickson 

Summer returned to Wisconsin just in time to add some sizzle to Abbey Harbor. Digits in the mid 90ôs 
were tempered occasionally with a breeze and that, with any shade one could find, was a cooling com-
fort .  The place to be was out motoring on the lake and even with the breeze the water was relatively 
calm. Conditions were great for boating all weekend out on magnificent Geneva Lake .   

Blackhawk Youth Group aboard  the Morehouse óMore Kids!ô  

(l-r) Gina, Alex, Sammy, Lily, Mitchell, Nick & Nick 

Mike & Jen are all smiles putting the Ole Lind and that sweet  

olô Merc through its paces. 

Anyway you look at Kenôs Streblow óRODANô she always 

looks awesome. 
Paul & his navigator Myles touring Abbey Harbor aboard the  

old Sears.  

Allan & Dana parading their beautiful Correct Craft óSoul Mateô Larryôs óSea Larkô is truly Grand and Glorious. 
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Best Fiberglass - Doug Lindemann  
1971 Allmand Citation hardtop  
'Kimberly ' 

2nd Outboard - Kyle Knoke  
1957 Trojan Sea Breeze  
'Walleen 2.1' 

Best Outboard - Mike Furibondo  
1956 Ole Lind Cedar Plank Utility Runabout 
'Overkill' 

2nd Contemporary - Craig Brosenne  
2015 Coeur Custom Wood Boat Coeur 340 
'Pure' 

Best Contemporary - Jeff Breen  
2016 Peter Breen Antique & Classic Boat Co. Ltd 
Gentlemans Racer 25  'The Apprenticeship' 

Best Lapstrake - Lynn Ricter  
1956 Chris Craft Sea Skiff  
'BOEINGS' 

Best Cruiser - Patrick Maher  
1924 Consolidated Speedway  
'Cherokee' 

2nd Classic Utility Under 21' - Michael  
Motherway 1956 Chris Craft Continental 
'Cool Lady' 

Best Classic Utility Under 21' - Phil Olson  
1955 Chris Craft Sportsman  
'Phil's Woody' 

2nd Classic Utility 21ô & Over - Tom Whowell 
1948 Chris Craft Sportsman 
'Effie' 

Best Classic Utility 21ô & Over - Dave Bortner 
1949 Chris-Craft Sportsman 
'On Point' 

2nd Classic Runabout Under 21' - Tom Wagner 
1948 Chris Craft Custom 
'Gina' 

  Geneva Lakes 2017 Award Winners 
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Best Classic Runabout Under 21' - Gary Conger 
1947 Century Sea Maid  
'Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah' 

Best Classic Runabout over 21', Blackhawk Youth 
Award, Captains Choice & Blackhawk Sharpest Arrow 
Peter Mueller 1962 Shepherd 120S - 'Strange Magic' 

Best Antique Utility - Tom Nickols  
1940 Chris Craft Deluxe Utility 
'Wooden Nickols' 

Best Antique Runabout under 21 - Chuck Wegner 
1939 Chris-Craft Barrel Back  
'Double Barrel' 

Best antique Runabout over 21ô - Chris Millard 
1937 Chris Craft 735  
'Sanibel' 

2nd Streblow - Ken Rodeck  
2009 Streblow Sport Utility 
'Rodan' 

Best Streblow - Eric Moberg  
1958 Streblow Rebel 
'Rebel Without a Cause' 

Best Century - Robert Nyberg  
1957 Century Coronado 
'Shirley Mae' 

Chris Craft Stewardship Award  & Peoples 
Choice - Robert VanOrsdel  
1949 Chris Craft Sportsman - 'Uncle Buster' 

Best Non-Wood - Terry Dickson  
1959 Glasspar Seafair Sedan 
'Mama Mia!' 

ACBS "Most Original" - Michael Favilla  
1938 Chris-Craft Deluxe Utility 
'"LOLLIPOP II"' 

Plamondon Cup - Blackhawk Youth Group 
1956 Morehouse Utility  
óMore Kids!ô 

  Geneva Lakes 2017 Award Winners 


